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EDITORIAL

hroughout the Bible, there are records of people

praising God and giving glory to His name after

seeing what He has done. As God’s people, we

should praise our God and let the sound of praise be
heard. Throughout the history of SCCC, God has done great
and miraculous things among our dear brothers and sisters,
even amidst great difficultics. He has blessed so many, in
great and small ways, with some to an extent that their lives are
changed altogether. Hence, as God’s people, we really want
to count His blessings over the years and give all glory to Him,
and Him alone. Hallelujah!!

I wish to focus on two points in general and then share,
in particular in the context of this project, about how faithful
God is in every way: (i) if we are willing to offer, humbly and
cheerfully, what we have, God will use it to do great things for
the glory of His name (Mark 6:38, 41); and (ii) God’s work done
in God’s way will never lack God’s supply (Hudson Taylor).

People may find excuses when it comes to offering to God,
be it money, time, ability or talent. When God called Moses,
he came up with many excuses: Who am I? When people ask
who you are, God, how should [ answer? Surely, they wouldn’t
believe. Not me la, I can’t speak well. Send someone else!

What excuses will we possibly give? Is bad experience
in the past a hindrance for us to offer this time? Have
we been in a situation of being overwhelmed or feeling
Sometimes, |
had felt lonely or mistakenly thought that people were

inadequate when serving in church?

apathetic or they were simply just too busy to help.
No, no, no...I was all wrong! God is not lacking or in want,

4 EDITORIAL

Psalms 66:8

%kzli%% HRFEIN T R AE AR 2 > S H R AETR
TP AR o (R R BRAMIEE A 2R
{FEEFE AR 5 o 478 SCCC HIFE S MG LE i ith e

] AE T SOR XA RIS AR A R A o e iR K
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AMEFRNE? B AMAIRER AR5 SCCCRYE M M5
REEHEEREE Efthe EEER? FE L RER
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and He does not really need my help. God allows me the
opportunity to offer willingly and cheerfully, in order that |
can experience His blessing, and be an instrument of blessing
to others. This is true whenever and wherever we are, and in
whatever we are doing.

SCCC has a fairly long history. How can people who were
in Sheffield at different times be pulled together to count their
blessing from God? For some, it is really a long time ago,
and memory may have faded. How can their experience be
related to the current SCCC members? How can the current
SCCC leaders be convinced and be involved in the project?
After all, I have left Sheffield in 1993, albeit returning for
occasional visits.

Who am I and how dare I undertake such a project?
However, God’s grace and faithfulness towards SCCC in her
history have emboldened me to offer myself for the task, just
wanting to praise and glory Him. As long as I offer willingly
and cheerfully the little that I have, I firmly believe that God
will use it for his purposes. I'would justdo my best and let God
do the rest.

“God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s
supply”. One may ask what “God’s work™ is. I will leave the
deeply profound exposition on this subject to capable hands
or brains, but in my simple terms, it is work that brings glory
to God alone. A corollary is that work that brings glory to any
person apart from God is unlikely to be God’s work. Then
one may also ask what “God’s way” is. Once again in my
simple terms, it entails sharing, loving, uniting and praying.
Without any of these elements, it is unlikely to be God’s way.
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If it is God’s work done in God’s way, then it will never lack
God’s supply.

In doing this project, I have worries over the possible
lacking in many ways. Are people willing to contribute and
share their testimonies? Is it possible to get enough helpers
to communicate and liaise with ex-SCCF/SCCC members
that are scattered all over the world? Will there be enough
manpower to translate, edit and format the testimonies?
As the project progresses, I surely can testify that we do not
lack God’s supply in every way. God is faithful, He supplies
all our needs in the project. Furthermore, I hope that all the
current and ex-SCCF/SCCC members can, or will, testify
to God’s faithfulness when they serve in their churches in
various capacities.

I have summarised the historical events of the church in
a timeline table (see “Appendix to Editorial” below) so that
readers can relate the testimonies they are reading to the
various stages of the church development. This table is the
result of a joint effort of ex- and current- Church Council
Members in the UK, Singapore, Malaysia and Hong Kong.
Nevertheless, an online meeting was conducted for some
of these Council Members heavily involved in changing
from SCCF to SCCC, in which good insights related to the
nature and essence of a church were shared. Such sharing is
recorded in the testimony “From SCCF to SCCC”, which is
well worth reading. Counting God’s blessings should not end
with this project. We should let it continue both collectively
and individually. The more we do it, the more we realize the
blessings of God in our lives.

Although it is God’s supply, I am sure you will not find
me inappropriate in thanking the following: SCCC Church
Council for supporting the project; YIU Sai Man, Martin
LEE., Connie NG, Mei Lin CHEUNG, Dennis CHUNG for
coordinating and giving precious suggestions, Ruth CHUA
for setting up database and designing posters and cover
page, and Wendy YIU Chi Wai for publishing. Above all, my
deepest gratitude is to the many contributors for sharing their
blessings, and the translators for working to a tight schedule.
May God’s name be praised and glorified in all that we do
together for this project.

Your brother in Christ,

[ Sing FANG

December, 2020
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AR B S TERIRUR s HA AR B AR 2 B SCCEF AL
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F1

F2

1972 - 1974
(Starting Stage)
(FA A H)

1974 - 1975
(SCCF

Developing Stage)
(SCCEZ & )

1975 - 1978
(SCCF
Consolidation Stage)

(SCCFEE 1)

A Bible study started in Raymond
and Ivy HENG’s home.

Hosted the first Chinese Overseas
Christian Mission (COCM) Inter-
fellowship Consultation in 1973.
Established as a Christian
Fellowship (Sheffield Chinese
Christian Fellowship, SCCF) in 1974.

SCCF members mainly students and
nurses from Malaysia, Singapore
and Hong Kong. They joined SCCF
but worshipped at various local
English churches.

COCM field workers occasionally
helped in fellowship and Bible study
meetings. Mid-week Bible study at
the former Brunswick Nurses Home.
Weekly visitation to students in the
university halls of residence and to
Chinese takeaway shops.

Started Sunday School (with
Chinese classes) at the former
YMCA building in 1975, with 60-100
Chinese kids attending every week.
Teachers were mostly Christians
from Hong Kong.

Purchased No. 12, Watson Road in
1976 (price around £7,000), with
gifts and interest free loans from
brothers and sisters. Upstairs
rooms rented out to male only
Christian students.

Mid-week Bible study (English)
and fellowship meetings at Watson
Road. Sunday School and Chinese
classes were subsequently moved
to Watson Road.

Links with local Chinese families

£ X HE (Raymond HENG)

FIFF PRI E LI,

19734 % i SN IE-HEE
g (COCM) W —RmiEmR
@é’%’io

19744 3 5 85 FAIE 4

# (SCCF),

SCCF . B % R 2. BHfnd
BARATE A TR S
SCCFE 42 4pfe A H 353
& FH.

COCM #9[5) T4 el o ¥ 1= ) 22
S, ZH =BT [
AT & 3%, (Brunswick) ¥ 4-18
S RAT
FRARGIELKREEE G
& e A FTREG IR E o
9754 FE FTYMCA 6 &4t
F#ET BB Fod I,
#60-100 3 AF 5 5 hn, ZEF
IR % RRABRAGE L L,

9TOF AL T34 R R TR
#i8 (Watson Road) 123% ;
SRR 5 Lk 49 R R Ao
bRS E T S AP
R A ANP S P W
BRI P NEHTIE
BATe RAE ZRFfab LILL
P B HEATIE

ARy, SEARUL IR 4
45, (Rotherham) Feg 4
37 (Doncaster) #3463 5
B,
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Appendix continued...

F2) ¢ 1975 - 1978
(SCCF
Consolidation Stage) .

(SCCF%: B )

F3) ¢ 1978 - 1988
(SCCF
Blessing Stage)
(SCCF % 2y 1)

8 EDITORIAL

in nearby towns: Rotherham, .
Doncaster etc, through visitation.

Pastor John HODGKINSON and

COCM staff Samuel CHENG gave
occasional pastoral help. COCM

staff (Neil TAN) stationed in Sheffield
from 1976, He also helped the

nearby CCFs. 1978 established

SCCF Chinese Section.

Held Bible study (Cantonese) at .
homes and takeaway shops.

Close relationship with local .

Wycliffe Church at Hickmott Road
and Fulwood Church in Sheffield.
Pastor of Wycliffe Church (Irfon
HUGHES) was SCCF’s Advisor.

Two ministries appeared: English and .
Cantonese. English section composed
mainly of overseas students, and

Cantonese section of local Chinese
takeaway and restaurant workers. .
Brother WONG Chi Shing sold his

takeaway shop, and moved to Milton
Keynes in 1984 to take up theological
training (He was subsequently ordained
Reverend in the Chinese Church in .
London in 1993)

COCM worker Neil TAN left Sheffield.
Another COCM worker, Rowena CHING
came to Sheffield in 1983 (she left at
end of 1984).

Sheila MO and Ivan CHOW died

(with three others injured) in a car crash
on the way to Christmas Retreat in
1984. A memorial fund was set up in
their names. .
Watson Road became inadequate for
Sunday School and Chinese classes as
the number of students increased. St.
Mark’s Church, Broomhill, allowed use
of their premises for Sunday School
and Cantonese services on

Sunday afternoons.

Sheffield University Biblical Studies
postgraduate students: FUNG Yiu Wing
(HK), Jacob TSANG (HK), and

B4R (Pastor John
HODGKINSON) #=

COCM [ T#A (Samuel
CHENG) R #2444 £

#9% g, COCM [ T (Neil
TAN) 4197645 146 £ 549
3E, Mo AL BB AR LA B4
M 32695 2, 19794 % 5 SCCF
W S

FE# IR JE AT T B4R R
EEEI,

s 78 #1728 ¥ (Hickmott Road)
At R 3g (Wycliffe
Church) fo'g & 26
(Fulwood Church) A 4k45 49
PR, 11 KA G 094 im
(Irfon HUGHES) % 2SCCF
AR o

W B F TRABAZE R AL R L
Tk RFEF L, X ELT
Wy B9G22 4R, R SRR SR
Rdy AR H S F JE 0 FAG 4 Ko
#&3% (WONG Chi Shing) #
SIS FJE, 19844
5 3) kA (Milton Keynes)
FAPE, (1% 419935 A3
ARG A 5 B BT
COCM [ T (Neil TAN) #
F453E, 5 —F TAERE
(Rowena CHING) #1983 4 4
B 3E, HAN984F R HE,
)% B4k (Sheila MO) 2 )]
BALFL (Ivan CHOW) B AL
1984 % SER M5 iz F, S48k
£ GHZARELE), Lk
R LT RIS B AR A
A

B2 A NI, FEHTE TR
B QBRSPS , AR
0% BT R A LB T, A
K2 g4 SCCHMEL LR &
REEFZ Ao
1FEHIERPRIER T AN

# 4 (FUNG Yiu Wing). ¥4
# (Jacob TSANG) Fegtsb ik
(Philip CHIA) #9435, #/13t
SCCF 343 &1, it
RFbn P RE T12EH# R

F3

Co

Appendix continued...

1978 - 1988
(SCCF

Blessing Stage)
(SCCF # 31 40)

1988 - 1993
(From SCCF to SCCC)
(KB E2HE)

Philip CHIA (Malaysia) helped out by
giving advice on SCCF matters as well
as preaching in fellowship meetings
and worship services.

Mr. Bill Brookes engaged as Advisor to
the Student Fellowship Committee.

Since 1977, many discussions and
sharing sessions on becoming a
church were conducted, as students
needed to go to English speaking
churches to worship on Sundays,
and local residents needed to

be baptized in borrowed church
premises when converted.

In 1988, Constitution was drafted
as a result of many discussion
and briefing sessions in both the
Student Fellowship and the
Resident Fellowship.

Established as a church with
Constitution passed at a General
Meeting in 1989. Chairman was
a local resident, brother TAM
Tsang Po. Registered as charity
in 1990.

Adopted care-groups for nurturing
believers. Each core family held
regular care-group meetings at
home for Bible study and prayers.
Record number (17) of people
baptized in 1989.

Purchase from Methodist Church
the Heeley Building at a price of
£110,000 in 1990.

Regular attendance of bilingual
services at Heeley was

60 — 100 people.

Engaged Sabrina HUI as Church
Worker in 1990 - 1992. Her
husband Bernard KO helped in
preaching and teaching.

Engaged LO Kuok Keong as Pastor
1993-1997.

Bethany School used part of Heeley
Building 1992 — 2001.

First wedding (Martin LEE and
Christina PHANG) held at Heeley
Building in 1992.

Mr. Bill Brookes#k Ze4+ 4 £ 4
) Rk B g0 B

PI9TT 5 ) IR LK EIF
L, CARY S F et B
ARRFERGE AR E, £ZH
RERF RN EH B2
0y EFE, mEERE, £51E
A&, BNE AR RAT
ZAE
1988 FE A B,
BAMRGHNZEREFER,
R ERE A R o i) P &b
AR

#1989 69— B B kgL,
W E Xk A IEFEAL
HHE, tiddeF. HR%
FRE B A HA990
i MA AR

A THBEL SRR
X, HBHEARIFELRTE
HA IR 48 o A R R

N CLPE Y S SEPNE
(TA) ZhnizA¥
1990 4 A+ — % 347,
WABEGIRE T A Al
(Heeley Building),
1BF S B ZFR
60-100A.,

F24135 % % (Sabrina HUI)

Z g T (1990-1992), M k&
55902 (Bernard KOH) /&
F Ao LB, LR
£ B/ 7% (LO Kuok Keong,
1993-1997) %44 %,

#1992 - 200128 B HAA 454
215 (Bethany School) 4% Jf &k
A F) s

1992 570 R AT 56— (B
&, 2% % (Martin LEE)
#0235 % B (Christina PHANG)
EOB 0 8

FEfE R He o9&k 2 A LT
(Douglas HIGGINS) B4 %
i S

A R 9
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Appendix continued...

Co 1988 - 1993 .
(From SCCF to SCCC)
(K 32 5) &)

C1 1993-2002 .
(sccc
Development Stage)

(SCCCE )

C2 2002-2011
(sccc
Trialling Stage)
(SCCC M)
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Elder (Douglas HIGGINS) of Wycliffe
Church helped out, and gave

occasional preaching.

Pastor John HODGKINSON and his

wife Margaret started their ministry

in SCCC amongst the Chinese

mainland scholars and their families
from early nineties, also conducted
evening English classes for them.

Pastoral help and discipleship .
training from pastors, theology
students, biblical scholars and
COCM workers, mostly originated
from Hong Kong : Samuel CHENG
(COCM), Randall CHEN and wife
Connie WONG, Benny CHO, Daniel
HO and wife, Thomas LEE, Jason
LIM (Malaysia), Becca DOYLE (USA),
PENG Kuo Wei (Taiwan) and Pastor
Charles CHEUNG from Liverpool
Chinese Church.

Engaged Pastor WONG Chi Shing
and Pastor Jacob TSANG as
Advisors.

Engaged TAN Chee-Beng as Pastor
2002 - 2011. Ordained him as
Reverend in 2004.

Watson Road as residence for
Pastor TAN’s family, and as venue
for Bible study and prayer meetings.
Influx of immigrants from Vietnam, .
China (Fuqing) and Hong Kong.
Evangelism work among these

new immigrants. .
Mandarin speaking Sunday services

at Heeley Building. Mandarin

Bible study at Watson Road on .
Friday evenings.

Supported missionaries: Paul WOOD
(Fulwood Church) to Singapore, and
WONG Chi Sing (Chinese Church in

B A bR s ER 4 (Margaret)
PO0F KA1, EAE RS
TR KERGEERLTAZ
ERFL, it A% X
L,

FESW TE SO e
%, 2 EBZCOCME]
T3, EHAF LR AIISR
L& FE g Bl (Samuel
CHENG, COCM), B 44/1=
(Randall CHEN) #1 X K% &
B, (Connie WONG), &F %

(Daniel HO) k4. 23 L
(Thomas LEE), # g%
(Jason LIM, Bk mE) . A7
He (Becca DOYLE, £H)
%% (PENG Kuo Wei,
F5) FoikBARAER (Pastor
Charles CHEUNG, 4|44 %
AHA),

AR EFAET

(Pastor WONG Chi Shing)
Fo 2 #3745 bR (Pastor Jacob
TSANG) % 5ar.

241k E (TAN Chee Beng)
ke (2002-2011), 3 #2004
S5 e 1Ak 2 BB

YA 15 25 PR BT — 2 840 S,
TR W ATE S PE A A
8o
% TH M. FRGRR) F A
AR R,, PR E AT 6912
A5 LA

B35 £ B & FRAA A A2 R AT,
1B BB E B YA g R
47,

IHEHRE: FEHE
(Fulwood Church) #& #1
B R (Paul WOOD) f& 2 #a
YeaF L b S A
(Chinese Church in London)

C2

C3

Appendix continued...

2002-2011
(sccc

Trialling Stage)
(SCCC Xk H7)

2011 - 2020
(sccc
Consolidation Stage)
(SCCC % B )

London) to Hong Kong.

Renewal of Pastor TAN’s
employment did not pass the GM
in 2011. He left SCCC with some
members of church and set up
another church in Sheffield.

2012 — 2014 was a period with no
Pastor.

Engaged Pastor Frank CHEUNG as
Advisor. Pastor WONG Chi Shing
continued to be an Advisor.
Mandarin Sunday services
combined with Cantonese services.
Cantonese Bible Study Groups, Old
People Group, Sisters’ Group and
Student Fellowship meetings were
held at Heeley Building. Bible study
groups for young professionals and
students at homes.

Engaged Edward SO from Coventry
as Pastor (2015-2018). He did not
continue on his own wish.

Engaged fresh graduate from Bible
seminary, Enoch CHENG, as Church
Worker, and Rev. Paddy MALLON as
Advisor in 2019.

Friday Mandarin Bible Study at
Watson Road discontinued, but later
reinstated on Sunday at Anns Road.
Completed partial roof repair and
renovation of Sunday school.

89 E #+&E3R (WONG Chi
Shing) £ A&#EL,
HEISBRACA AR R, £20115F
ARG LR ES, LA
gn—sk g BaER 7TSCCC, i/
SHIERAMF T A — M FAK

2012 - 2014 B—B& AR A
ATEFH o

RALR 2 B4 kR (Pastor
Frank CHEUNG) % &M . &
LA (Pastor WONG
Chi Shing) 173 4 4% % BAR
RZEIZHFHRERESTH
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Period in Sheffield: 1979 - 1983, 1988 - 1991

was one of those “local” Chinese kids who got dropped off against their wish at
Ithc SCCF Sunday School to learn Chinese. I was 10 when I moved to Sheffield
from Hong Kong with my family in 1979.

I was not particularly keen on advancing my Chinese, but I did enjoy the Bible
stories taught by the most loving teachers. I was mentored and inspired by many
big sisters and brothers, including Belinda CHAN, Simon YUEN, Ronnie MO, and
later in the youth group, David and Martin LEE and Paul SAW. They were my moral
compass. Their dedication and witness left a forever imprint in my heart. In those
days, local kids were often expected to just finish high school and work in a takeaway
shop or restaurant, get married and have your own take away shop. My mentors
not only taught me about Lord Jesus but they also educated me on the importance
of education.

[ went on to study law at Sheffield University from 1988-1991. During this
time, [ was honoured to be able to serve as an interpreter at SCCC Sunday services,
which would not have happened had my Sunday School teachers not emphasized the
importance of learning Chinese.

SCCC will forever have a special place in my heart. [t was where I came to know
God, got baptized and made lifelong friends. To this day, many of my closest friends
were from SCCC and we continue to constantly encourage and build each other up. 1
thank God for SCCC and the many blessings He has bestowed on me and my family.
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EEFIERIEE(D: 1979 - 1983, 1988 - 1991
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It seems like only yesterday, but it was decades ago ... RREBIVER AR AT

ey
Jestinony of
Staying in Sheffield and attending SCCF were those very TEFIE PR AR > HAE R R R A

blessed moments.
BERIEMIN BREAEGENFHEEIRER KA
One of those precious memories was being surrounded 3§ » XA B/ NI AR

every Sunday by groups of adorable, lively Sunday School

C N children. Their joy and liveliness truly touched my heart. AAFTER A T FRAT VK AL

Period in Sheffield: 1982 - 1985 . . .
ERHILTREMBEGEE |

) A ) 2 Attending Sheffield Chinese Christian Fellowship was A T R S T RS R B A E SR - IR B A
—a | another great opportunity to grow and learn more about [RIEIZ IS S b SR A A TE LA b > TS &7 #5278
—h Him. Witnessing brothers and sisters from different nations, 1€ LM 2RAYE R A ~ BB ~ s AIICE o 725U b 22
n7 J “ Singapore, Malaysia and Hong Kong getting along with one ~ ZH S &R EFARGIE A o —EZH

another in harmony, all by His Love and Grace.
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2020 Celebrating my birthday with my husband

1om and son, Jonathan.

2020 LR (Tom)FI5 T (Jonathan) — B RAEH

Celebrating birthdays were exciting times that we would
never forget for the restof ourlives. On mine, I felt so embraced
by the love of our SCCF family.

Receiving a special gift from my brothers in Christ on my
birthday , I'was so proud of them for the tremendous love of the
Lord revealed in their act of love and kindness.

AR (M — A s o W | FREAKEISCCCaa
RERENE > Fe e o

FEFRAIA A W55 M R IR I — O R RIS 5
MRS IEEMME iR B AT B PR B i o

Jesus, my hearidfell gralitude o you!
EIR# KRR SHRHLE |

Though encountering some obstacles like overcoming
a language barrier, coming across cultural shock and many
other unforgettable challenges, I constantly experienced
an upgrade with the strength of the Lord beyond those
challenges. Thank you SCCF, thank you brothers and sisters
who accompanied me to walk through this particular path and
thank you, my Father for transforming me and giving me a new
and spectacular life in Christ!

God is an awesome God! Though I walked through the
valley of the shadow of death, I feared no evil !

A huge thank you to Jesus for giving me Love, Joy,
Peace and Hope!

Praise You with all my heart !

PR AL AN D RRHEE » 411E = AISCERTANIRD - Sif HAth
SHIPRER - (HEEE LR R BORBTAEREE T Bria
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Period in Sheffield: since 1982

18 CHAN HOI SANG

give thanks to God. Since I came from Hong Kong to
the UK, I worked in a Chinese restaurant. I came to
know my wife, who was a Christian. Through her, I had
the opportunity to know Jesus Christ and His salvation.
Then laccepted Jesus as the Lord of my life, and knew that God
is love and I am only a sinner. Before I became a Christian,
I had bad habits such as smoking, gambling, playing mahjong
and horse betting. With time, God removed these from me and

changed my life altogether, such that I became eager to read
the Bible.

Although life in the catering business was hard, I
managed to worship God every week, starting with joining
the fellowship meetings. Later in 1982, I joined SCCF. At
that time, we held worship services at the St. Mark’s Church
premises lent to us. In 1990, we had our own premises, which
is the current Heeley Building at Ann’s Road.

Church leaders and brothers and sisters faithfully served
the Lord. God also brought many pastoral workers, e.g. those
who were already Reverends or Pastors in their home town
of Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong and Taiwan, to Sheffield
University for further studies. They had helped SCCC a great
deal. In the past, the COCM had helped arranging church
leaders to attend Bible/theology courses.  Under God’s
protection and guidance, the church continued to grow.

God gave me three children and eight grandchildren.
My mother was also converted, and God gave her a praying
ministry. Brothers and sisters in church loved the Lord and
worked hard to spread the gospel. The church had given me
the opportunity to serve in leading group bible study, serving
as a member of committee, visiting restaurants and takeaway
shops and joining the Northern England Chinese Restaurant
Evangelism Fellowship ministry. Before retirement, by the
arrangement of a Community Centre, I had the opportunity to
be a carer for Chinese elderly people for five years. Although
this looked impossible, God had provided and cared for me
every time. This was God’s grace and I rejoiced in it. As the
apostle Paul said, “God’s grace is sufficient for me”.

Mayall praisesand glorybe to God, the Father. Emmanuel,
God is with me. Whatablessing! I have led a worthwhile and
fulfilled life.
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2 Cor 12:9-10 1£12:10

Period in Sheffield: since early 1980's

W(%W”WMWWW%”
made perfect in weakpess....

Praise the Lord, it is by God’s grace, mercy, love, A5 T R B 2 (B A e b
faithfulness and calling which let me to live a fulfilled life. TREMEE -

E L TAEE SRR SRR G 2 - il
AR A =M18 5 L) [ #4122 » FRATRA (A % 7> E M 4R
liNSS PR E TS KA R s T AN & S

I'want to thank God for my Christian husband who served
in Sheffield Chinese Christian church. We have three children
and eight grandchildren. Thank God that he has protected
two of my children from danger and saved their lives when they
were young. POCERKHA > EE30ZENH T i RMEHIEFEN

BELE SIMEASFE MBIk — R m E S A7 o

I also want to thank God that we can attend Sheffield

Chinese Christian church for worship services and fellowship

TRELRK G e TM A RE ) T rI DU % AR

CHAN LAI HA

with brothers and sisters for over 30 years.

I'want to thank God for my husband and I are able to work,
and able to bring up our children and family.

With God’s help, we are able to reach out to the Chinese
restaurant workers, witnessing Jesus Christ, and also take
part in church Sunday school and Chinese classes. We are
also able to involve in elderly care and mental health work, as
well as interpretation for the police to the Chinese restaurant
workers and families. Without God’s grace I will not be able to
accomplish any of these.

Thank God for brothers and sisters who prayed for me too.
God’s promise is our strength to serve him. “I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly.” John 10:10.

Praise the Lord, trust in the Lord, Jesus is my strength.
May the name of the Lord Jesus Christ be glorified.
Hallelujah! Amen!

WE—5 LT BB
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Period in Sheffield: mid 1990's

hen I went to Sheffield in the mid-1990s,
it was my first time leaving my home to travel
to a far-away country to study in a country
with a totally different weather & culture.

Before going to the United Kingdom, my cooking skills
were quite basic. I was very blessed to have a father who
travelled with me to Sheffield. My father also helped me carry
arice cooker all the way from Singapore to Manchester, before
proceeding on to Sheffield.

Initially, I was worried about assimilating into a different
culture in a totally foreign country, as [ was far away from my
family & friends. However, I thank God that I soon settled
down with the help of friends from the Sheffield Chinese
Christian Church (SCCC). The brothers and sisters in
SCCC encouraged me to walk closely with God as well as to
strengthen my faith in the Lord Jesus.

I was also blessed to have met many Christians at SCCC,
including Martin LEE, Christina PHANG, PANG Lok Sing
& Grace. After settling down in Sheffield, I joined Martin
& Christina’s care group. I felt accepted & unconditionally
loved by my care group leaders and members. During every
care group member’s birthday, Christina would buy a cake
to celebrate every person’s respective birthday. This created
feelings of camaraderie and strong social ties among care
group members.

Brother Raymond was a deacon in the church. He and his
wife Ivy showed me real life examples of what it meant to serve
the Lord Jesus with much joy, sincerity, enthusiasm & passion.
Whenever I felt homesick, Martin & Christina would invite me
to their home to stay in their guest room for a night.

Through a summer camp organised by the SCCC for
overseas Christian students, I made new friends in the UK.

22 LILLIAN CHAN

Although my academic study course curriculum at the
University of Sheffield was challenging and stressful, with
the help of my professors and lecturers, and with trust and
faith in the Lord Jesus, I managed to successfully complete
my academic study. My self-confidence was honed through
fellowship with the brothers and sisters at SCCC, where |
learnt how to cope with academic stress and adapt to a totally
new environment in England.

Through regular prayers with brothers and sisters at
the church, I learnt how to focus on my studies and place my
complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ to lead and guide me.

When I was in Sheffield, my Cantonese speaking skills
improved greatly. This was because services at SCCC were
conducted simultancously in both English and in Cantonese.
The Bible says that “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17, ESV). I even
learnt how to sing Christian hymns in Cantonese !

As the British weather is so different from Singapore’s
weather, I began to appreciate the 4 seasons in the UK. I also
learnt how to cope with cold weather. Since my return to Asia,
I have made a few trips overseas to Europe as well as to Nordic
countries during the winter season.

Last but not least, I thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie
and Christian fellowship with brothers and sisters from
SCCC. After returning to Singapore, | often reminisce about
my time in the UK. I thank the Lord Jesus Christ for giving me
a chance to live and study in the UK. It is my sincere hope &
desire to meet all my dear brothers & sisters from SCCC in the
not too distant future. Amen.
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Period in Sheffield: since 1979

came to the UK in 1979 from Hong Kong to further my study. Although I was

baptised in 1975 and labelled a Christian, I had no church life for many years

until I was brought back “home” to SCCC in 1997. The angels were sent by

God from SCCC. They were Christians students from Malaysia studying at
The Sheftield University and also attending SCCC. Theywere seeking part time jobs.
[ used to run restaurants and was so blessed to have employed them.

Once, I was taken ill and was admitted to hospital. They told Pastor LO from
SCCC about me. Both pastor LO and his wife came to visit me at the hospital. That
was the beginning of a new chapter. I started going to church again. I gradually
rebuilt my spiritual life within the SCCC family. Iam now a deacon in this big family
and have been serving for many years.

God works in His wondrous way. I once was lost, but now am found. My journey
of “homecoming” reminds me of the Bible story where the sheep has gone astray,
how God used his people from SCCC to find me. I was blessed by God via SCCC.
SCCC has truly been a channel of blessings to many for over almost half a century.
Many students came to know Christ via SCCC and went back to their own country.
Although they were only in SCCC for a few years, to some, these few years in the
SCCC family have had enormous influence on their lives to date. Some even became
pastors. All glory be to God.

I thank God for SCCC. May our God Almighty continue to use SCCC as a
channel of blessings to many more, especially to those not yet accepted Christ.

24 CHEUNG MEI LIN
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Period in Sheffield: 2002 - 2008

26 JIMMY CHIA CHEE MING

hile SCCC was not the first church I attended, itis
the one that has the biggest impact on my life — my

Christian life.

I came to the UK in 2002, came to know Christin 2003,
and began my church life in SCCC (from 2004 till 2008). 1
missed my parents badly when I first went to the UK and God
comforted me through SCCC - He gave me a family in Christ
with loving brothers & sisters, and Aunty Ruth is a godsend
angel to watch over my student life in Sheffield.

Though I grew up having a lot of friends who care about
me, | never knew how to appreciate them. Thank God that I
am a different person now. Through the conviction of the Holy
Spirit, I have learnt the true meaning of love. Through serving
one another in SCCC, God blessed me with interpersonal,
organizational and leadership skills — something that I find
very useful in my career now.

Through Bible study with Pastor TAN, Iam equipped with
the truth and built my foundation in Christ. I am blessed to
have Pastor TAN in my life, someone who does not compromise
in God’s Word and has shown me what it takes to respond to
God’s calling.

Life at SCCC was great and still is the best part of my life.
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Period in Sheffield: 2006 - 2009

i, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, my name is
CHONG Kin Liong. I am pleased to meet all of
you here and tell you guys a bit of my experience
in Sheffield.

I was in Sheffield from June 2006 until Nov 2009 to
further my study in Sheffield Hallam University. It was a
fruitful and wonderful three years of experience during my
stay in Sheffield, even though when I was living in a foreign
country far away from home, because of the presence of SCCC.

28 CHONG KIN LIONG

When I arrived in Sheffield to start my study in the TAR
College Summer Programme in June 2006, the Student
Fellowship was quick to arrange a welcoming dinner for
students coming from Malaysia during the first week of our
arrival on a Friday evening. The student representatives from
SCCC came to student accommodations to bring us to church
and they prepared dinner for all of us which made us feel warm
and welcomed. Brothers and sisters from SCCC tried their
best to help us to adapt to our new living environment and
shared with us their experience living and studying in this
city. They also gave us some useful guidance and advice which
were really useful when we were there. There was a Student
Fellowship meeting on every Friday evening the following
weeks during our summer programme, which I always looked
forward to attending, and we had opportunities to worship
God and had Bible study together.

The fellowship experience was great and I learnt a lot of
new knowledge of the Bible there. Our Bible study leaders such
as Jimmy Chee Ming, Choau Choak and Daniel LOH were
dedicated to share words from the Bible and guide us through
various topics in weekly Bible study. Not to forget Pastor TAN
Chee Beng who usually preached during Sunday services,
and he also organised weekly Bible study at Watson Road on
every Wednesday evening. Pastor TAN was committed to the
proclamation of the gospel and emphasised alotabout the Holy
Bible as the inspired and infallible Word of God. His sermons
and sharing encouraged and inspired me to become a faithful
follower of Christ, and his attitude towards God’s word taught
me to be careful in interpreting Bible verses.

I would like to thank God for the opportunity and
providence to stay in Sheffield and especially for SCCC for
the three years. The fellowship and friendship fostered with
brothers and sisters are really precious and invaluable. |
prayed that SCCC will continue to be a blessing for people in
Sheffield and may all the glory and praise be to God. Amen!
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Period in Sheffield: since 2015

hank you Lord, I can share my gratitude to the

church. My whole family began to join the SCCC

in 2015. I believe the seeds of the Holy Spirit have

been sown as early as my Christian kindergarten and
primary school. I think back to the busyness of my life. I put the
grace of the Lord aside. Thank you Sheffield Chinese Christian
Church, is like a good soil for me to grow up slowly in the past
five years. I am especially grateful to the brothers and sisters for
their inner care and love for making me feel the warmth of this
home away from home.

30 VIRGINIA CHU WAI CHUN

Fortunately, after attending two retreats, the church
consolidated my foundation of faith and gave me more
motivation to desire to know the Lord. The epidemic in 2020
slowed down my life. Through online Bible study and sister
fellowship, it helped me know about more of the Lord’s truth
and will. In addition, the online teaching of my daughters’
Sunday school, together we can get to know the Lord more
deeply. The team leaders have carefully taught and answered
our questions, helping us to grow spiritually. We sincerely
thank the church for its selfless Christ-like love.
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MY LIFEIN SHEFFIELD

went to Sheffield in October 1975. I was a disillusioned
young agnostic, even though I have been to church in
Singapore a few times. I was looking for the meaning of
life but was not convinced about the existence of God.

Little did I know that my three- year stay in Sheffield
would change my life forever.

The first blessing I had was when I met PANG Lok Sing
in the train when we were travelling to Sheffield University.
In the short encounter with him, I was impressed with his
sincerity and warmth he has shown towards me. We became
and still are very good friends and remain brother-in-Christ to
this date. He was also my spiritual mentor.

In Sheffield Chinese Christians Fellowship (as it was
known then, or SCCF), I found the brothers and sisters in the
fellowship warm and loving. Sunday worship was always full
of joy and laughter. My journey to know God started then.
What I had experienced was probably unique but it reflected
the greatness and love of God in allowing each individual to
choose the path to know Him.

[ was and still am a very rational and scientific-minded
person. I was very conscious that I should not fall into a
psychological trap when I seek God. I wanted to know the
truth. So I needed sufficient scientific evidence about God’s
existence in order to avoid practising blind faith.

God pathed the way for me. At Sheffield University
and SCCF, I was able to access a lot of philosophical and
scientific materials. I was also exposed to Christian doctrines,
apologetics materials and most importantly the words of God.
Books written by Francis A. Schaeffer and Josh McDowell
and discussions with Christian brothers enlighten me on the
subject matter.

32 STEPHEN CHUA KON THONG

KON THONG

Period in Sheffield: 1975 - 1978

In the meantime, God taught me to be introspective
as SCCF provided me a place and environment to study the
teachings of Christ and God’s words. By grace of God, I
made the first step of Leap of Faith by confessing my sins and
accepting Christas my saviour and redeemer. Since then, I can
testify to the truth of the phrase “The proof of the pudding is
in the eating”.

The training and blessings by God through SCCF served
as a good foundation for me to keep my Faith in God despite
the hostile environment I had to face later in my life. With
God’s grace but to the chagrin of my boss, I did manage
to stay out of white collar crimes and stand up for God on
many occasions.

However, life was very stressful but God stayed faithful.
He taught me to trust Him. God provided more than what
I need in life, both materials and spiritual.

The political and economic knowledge I gained in
Sheffield University also served me well later in my apologetic
works among the University and College students, both in
Sheffield and back in my home country.

The journey with God so far taught me the following
key lessons:

1. As long as you are sincere in seeking the Lord, He is
faithful and you will find Him. [ Matt 7: 7-8, Deut 4:29]

2. Trust the Lord and be patient. He will bless you and
provide all your needs. [Rom 12:12, Jas 5:7, 2Cor 9:8 |

3. You have a duty to fulfil God’s two greatest
commandments [Matt 22:37-39]. At the end of the day,
we must be able to tell God thatyou have faithfully done
your best. [Rom 12:11, 2Tim 4:7]

4. You must equip ourselves with sufficient knowledge so
that you can defend God’s honour and be an effective
evangelist for God [1Pet 3:15]

Stephen and Ruby with Jonathan, Aster, Michael,
Rachel and grandchildren
StephenBdZ+Ruby’ fJonathan’ Aster’ Michael

Rachel & #4521
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Period in Sheffield: 1984 - 1990

The Jord Gave and. The
WW%"?“'W

Job 1:21

Job 1:21

34  CHUNG HING LAN

was born in Hong Kong, but grew up in Cardiff, Wales.

I have been living in Singapore for the past 30 years.

How did I end up in Singapore? I married a Singaporean,

Kok Kim, whom [ first met at Wycliffe Church and
subsequently at the SCCF.

My wedding in July 1990 almost never happened. Why?
My late mother was diagnosed with cancer 8 months prior to
my wedding. [ was in a dilemma regarding my wedding plans.
What if my mum passed away before my big day? What would
I do then? Go ahead with the wedding while in mourning or
cancel at the last minute? Somehow, [ was led to confide in Mrs.
Waite, wife of the Pastor at Wycliffe Church. She encouraged
me to forge ahead with my wedding plans. To trust God for the
future. Mrs. Waite had experienced a similar situation!

Relief was my greatest emotion on my wedding day!
Indeed, it was a great relief to be surrounded by family and
friends who had arrived safely in Sheffield. Members of the
church blessed me with all aspects of the wedding, catering,
deco, transport, translation, photography and presentation
items. My mum commented that church members were very
co-operative and joyful. It was very much on my mind this
would likely be my last celebration event with my mum.

I count my wedding in Sheffield to be the event whereby
I received many blessings, but the months leading up to my
big day were filled with many difficulties. During my time in
Sheffield, I also experienced the sudden loss of brothers and
sisters in Christ, as well as relatives. Thus, I am very mindful of
the frailty of our lives and not to take for granted the presence
of our loved ones.

My mum passed away in June 1991. My persistent prayers
for her to receive Christ were answered. [ witnessed her accept
Christ on the day I flew back to the UK from Singapore. She
passed away the next day.

In memory of those called home to the Lord before me.
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KennetH CHUNG

Period in Sheffield: 1987 - 1989

Hospitality, Humility and Opportunities

Hospitality and Humiliey

Ithough more than thirty years now, I can still

remember many hospitable and humble friends I

met in SCCF. During Sep 1987 to Feb 1989, 1

did a master course in economics at Sheffield. My
first good experience started with alift by a Greek girl (the then
Chairperson of the Student Union) from Sheffield train station
to Tapton Hall. Later 'was visited by Louis and a brother from
SCCF, who invited me to the Saturday fellowship meeting at
12 Watson Road. I also attended SCCF’s bilingual Sunday
service at St. Mark’s Church afterwards.

The brothers and sisters I met at Saturday meetings were
very kind and caring, composed mainly of overseas students
and several couples. I can still name many of them: Ronnie,
Martin, Sze, Kok- Kim, Timothy, Mark, Pui-Lee, Kok-Seng,
Andrew, Louis, Clement, Stephen, Billy, Fanny, Hing-Lan,
Choi-Ha, Juanita, Christina, Kwong-Suen (the late), Samuel,
Victor, Danny, Gilbert, Juana, Michael, Jimmy, Alan, Richard,
Corrie, Amelia, Cheryl, Alice, Brian, Anthony, Gillian, Noel,
Kingsley, .... Couples included Robert & Jessie, Raymond &
Ivy, Sai-Man & Mi-Yung, Pang & Grace, Hui-Keat (the late) &
Poh-Heng, Arden & Esther... They were very hospitable and
had welcomed us to their homes, to celebrate Chinese festivals.

36 KENNETH CHUNG

Another group of brothers and sisters (mainly local
residents running takeaway food shops)  metwas in the Sunday
service. Core members included Mr & Mrs Tam, Mr (the late)
& Mrs Tsoi, Mr & Mrs Shum (Irene), and Hoi Sang & Lai Ha.
They were very humble and faithful people and from them I
had learnt a lot. I still remember an incident: In order not to
quit a Sunday prayer meeting, Mr & Mrs Tam had decided
to postpone their business hours in that evening. We also
had faithful pastors, Jacob & his wife, and later Kuok Keong
& Lucy, who preached the Word of God and administered
the sacraments.

Opportunities

SCCF offered many opportunities to equip us to serve and
grow. We could serve as helpers or interpreters in the Sunday
service, leading singspirations, reading Bible passages and
preparing fellowship meals. I myselfhad been invited to teach
children Chinese in the Sunday school. I had Chi-Wai, Amy,
Sarah, Esther, Bill and one or two boys in my class. Their
presence always cheered me up. I was also invited to assist
Irene and Ivy in the SCCF Education Department and from
them, I learnt many administration skills.

When I left Sheffield for good, Martin drove me to the
coach station. When I boarded the coach, my eyes were
wet because I knew I would miss all these beloved SCCF
people who had given me good companionship, guidance,
encouragement and support, .... and good memories.

_ : S,
Mr. and Mrs. TSOI invited students to thewr home
B BRI R R AR M B R EIER
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KENNETH CHUNG

A birthday gathering at 12 Moor Oaks Road
—fE7E 12 Moor Oaks Road HAEH&

il B 37y
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TESHIERITE(R: 1987 - 1989
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Period in Sheffield: 1987 - 1990 EHIEMEEMR: 1987 - 1990

Sheffield has always been a special place in my life, full of PIEAERAE R FAE AR B AN
fond memories to cherish. D IEGFRY IR o

It is a place where my faith in God was enhanced through eS8 WHEMIE L BRI EHIEENEEAG
the love and encouragement from a group of brothers and  F 55 i ik (19 2 FEURD » 15 DA 58 o
sisters in Sheffield Chinese Christian Church.
TEZE L A A o 1) R SRR LG - RS BB S IR
It is a place where by God’s blessing and guidance, 19904F%3 > WX Z T Shilen (75 ) fEFAm i -
I accomplished my study and graduated in 1990. Itis also a ~ FMTE1995F i 454K 1o
place where God arranged Shilen to appear in my life and we
were married in 1995. iR ANE WM —FKH AR R 2 (M
Noelle (#LiX), Qi Zheng (BtEX) and Georgia (8&fiK)
God’s blessing continues, and now we are a family of five
with Noelle, Qi Zheng and Georgia. FEEMAYE 274818 R4 NoelleF HLRIZEE » B #HIE
REEH P ALRAR -

By God’s grace, after 27 years since I left Sheffield, my

eldest daughter, Noelle has taken after our footsteps and she is [l A 7S B A FRE AN B 2R (R i 5 Y R LR AR SR
doing her degree at Sheffield University. Mg At AT R PR, . A IR -

Looking back at my life, I just cannot help but praise God SRS (T IRE > T LY o FLAY SR RIIRF > R B2 A0 o
for His grace and blessing. God has blessed me far beyond my
expectations...beyond what I have prayed for. EIRHY

—

+7T

Godis good, all the time. All the time, God is good.

Timothy’s happy family of five /I/V_lf/l love,
SEE TR A - St R fermothy
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Testinony of

REV. BECCA

DOYLE

Period in Sheffield: 1991 - 1997 | Dayou[toSlanaeE-d;ge
Stanage Edge —H##

&% ) ”" | § { e W AN
s 1 think back on my five and a half years (1991-1997) for my days of YO OO

EREP MR

research at the University of Sheffield, I count my time in SCCCas crucial.

I praise the Lord for leading Bernard to invite me to a Student Eventon a

Saturday afternoon. I'was hungry for fellowship and instantly found open
and welcoming arms that day. SCCC was my spiritual home for more than 5 years.

M
L ‘f

I believe that without SCCC as a place to serve as a member of the preaching
and teaching team, my time at the University would have been very hard to face. You
were my strength, encouragement and gave me a foundation from which to practice
my faith and walk with the Lord Jesus.

Thank you SCCC!!! In Jesus, we are forever Family.

Bradford house party (?)
EEREFE()

SCCCwelcomed my mother when she came to visit !
SCCC BB A2 Bradford (?)
EE()
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TEEHIERITELR: 1991 - 1997

N LS5 IE KRB AR AR P (1991-1997) , HREE
BT HIERE ) IS B G BIERSE AL H 7 #
TWAEMIEFESE o K #7228 7 Bernard 5t K BE5TX

Laster Conference SN ETE /N TR AT S A TS T o R FRARVE 2 45 58
RIEREe HAFEEGE - T AR 25 SL h AR R B T B © P i 1A

% BIFEHE NI EBE R T B EAIR

TR AR HFEHE N B AR MR8 E
HBCEAPIRE > BAEFIERBHH 7 G2 REEAGHE A
[ - HIEEE NS B E R RATEAE ) i T |
AR IRAEH B REHRARIS DA 22 B B[R T

HIERENEE R E! !

ER FFKER RN

{

Tim Foulstone & Ruby’s wedding ar SCCC, 29 July, 1995
Tim 8 Ruby EZ & 2174518, 19954 7H29H

Day out to Stanage Edge
Stanage Edge —H %
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EX-SCCC DEACONS:
MARTIN LEE, PANG LOK SING,

IRENE SHUM, TAM TSANG PO,
ROBERT TEH, AND YIU SAI MAN

his testimony is shared in an online meeting (Zoom) on 25 November 2020, 07:00 a.m. (HK time). Martin (Malaysia)
and Pang (HK) were in the same time zone, but Irene (Sheffield) and Mr. Tam (Manchester), Robert (Auckland) and
Sai Man (Toronto) were in different time zones. They were SCCC Deacons during the formation of SCCC from

SCCF. The following is a record of their sharing.

At the time of buying the church building at Heeley,

we had only £10,000. We aimed to raise funds of

£50,000 by various means: loans, donations etc. We
did not reach the goal, but the Lord supplied all our
needs.

There had been a lot of sharing on forming a church
from SCCF very early on. The drafting of the SCCC
Constitution commenced in 1988, during which
there were many briefing and discussion sessions
with both the Student Fellowship and the Resident
Fellowship at the time. Eventually, the SCCC
Constitution was passed at a General Meeting in
1989. This marks the official beginning of SCCC
from SCCF. Subsequently, in 1990, SCCC was
registered as a charity for tax benefits.

[ have often pondered the question: What constitutes
a church? I consider that a church should have
certain elements and activities:
(i) Group of Christians gathered together
for worship
(ii) Administration of the Holy Sacraments:
Baptism and Holy Communion
(iii) Preaching of the Gospel
(iv) Teaching (Post-meeting note: Teaching ministry
re: Matt. 28:20 “Teach them to observe all
things whatever I have commanded you.”)
(v) Services, serving the community
(e.g. teaching Chinese)
In my view, Sunday School and Chinese classes that
were conducted by our members at the YMCA era
constitutes some of the elements above.

EX-SCCC DEACONS

TAM:

YIU:

YIU:

TAM:

TEH:

I'was baptised in 1977 in the Walkley Baptist Church
with LEUNG Yuk Kwong by Pastor CHEUNG Ming
Chun. Since that time, [ remember, there was already
administering of the Holy Communion by COCM
staff and visiting Pastors intermittently.

Communion was regularly administered in worship
since the time | came to SCCF in September 1983.
Rev. LO Lung Kwong (& BE AT and Rev. CHU
Yiu Ming (A EBHAR M) came to Sheffield in 1984,
and | remember Rev. LO administered the Holy
Communion on the request of the fellowship. (Post-
meetingnote: Rev. LOhad consultedhisdenomination
(Methodist) in HK, and they considered that SCCF
was in effect a church. As such, it was proper for him
to administer the Communion.)

When was bilingual service started?

[t might have been started irregularly before 1989 as
students like Clement CHAN and LEUNG Kwong
Suen also joined the worship.

I think that when there were 10 Christian families,
a quorum was formed and it could be a church in
essence. At the time, there were 5 families in the
Cantonese speaking community and there were 5, or
thereabout, English-speaking families.
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Fellowship with Christian friends (27 right is me)
BB EAR A (5 2 )

Z whe hepe inThe Jgrd will venew

v sUvenglh. ey will sean on wings like
eaqles; They will win and net grow weany,

They will walk and ndt be fair?.

Isa. 40:31, NIV

2 7% AR AR 3 09 o E ATy
HoAPY toko B30 L ABAP) B 36050 R
B o AT AR -

LEEE 40:31

48 NOEL FOK

(l Lonony of

NOEL

| O K (transinted)

Period in Sheffield: 19388 - 1989

Thank you, SCCC!

Thankyou, for letting me experience the selfless giving of
brothers and sisters

Thank you, for letting me know and trustin Jesus.
Thank you, for letting me learn how to serve the Lord.

1988 was the turning point of my life. In that summer, I
boldly came to Sheffield University from Hong Kong to take
an MBA course. All because of the love of brothers and sisters
and God, | came to know Jesus Christ. At Easter, 1989, I was
baptized. Although my stay in Sheffield was only for one year,
the Sheftield church had made a great impact on the course of
my life. I am thankful.

May the Lord bless, strengthen and protect the church.
May she continue to shine! Be alamp stand of God!

»
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EE5IERIEE{D: 1988 - 1989
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1983- Lunar New Year with Denise, Jessica, Miranda,

Kwai Yau and me (on the right)
19838 (FH—) BRI AR

1 learnt how to ride a horse in Sheffield through ECCA in college.
MERLPHERIER GRS
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Period in Sheffield: 1982 - 1984

Ore Lifele Live

As I enter my 60th diamond jubilee this year, I give God
all the glory and praise for all that He has done in my life so far.

I thank SCCC for this opportunity to share one of my most
fulfilling and unforgettable parts of my life, though it was only
2 shortyearsin 1982-1984. The Lord opened the door for me
to a college even though the application had closed. Tapplied
successfully for EEC status and avoided paying an exorbitant
overseas study fee. What a double blessing He had bestowed!

Through Simpson and Kum Fun, I gotinvolved with SCCF
during its blessing stage. My spiritual faith went to a whole
new level as I attended the fellowship and served. In SCCF, 1
built up my confident and resilient leadership qualities. I led
worship songs at Easter Conference without any stage fright,
served as a Sunday School teacher and dared to boldly knock
door-to-door to distribute tracts and evangelised during the
Summer Bible School in London.

The no. of memorable activities and special occasions
I attended at that time were:

1. August 1983 — Derbyshire Picnic with the
Chinese section

2. 1983 - COCM London Summer Bible School

3. Dec Christmas Retreat 1983 at Conwlyn Bay,
Bala Lake

4. April 1984 - Easter Conference at Cliff College.
Theme: Working together with God.

5. Summer 1984 — Nottinghamshire outing with
Chinese section

6. Aug 1984 - Cycling trip in Derbyshire Upper
Derwent Valley

7. Sep 1984 — Park District National Park (Ladybooth
Pony Trekking); and witnessed:
Wedding occasions of 3 couples - Raymond & Kim
LOO, Kwai Yau & Pui Chi and Lok Sing & Grace and
many beautiful birthday celebrations, one of which
was David LEE 21st birthday where I baked a cake
that was key-shaped.

During my first year, my housemates were with 3 other
beautiful sisters at Darnall Road, and my 2nd year was with
4 others at Ecclesall Road. In this 2nd year, I believe we were
the only mixed gender “family” that was in SCCF.  Staying
under one roof, I built up my servanthood qualities. Ilearnt to
open up my heart, share and pray together. During weekend
eve, [ helped up at Mr. and Mrs. Shum’s Take-away to earn some
weekly allowances. He is indeed my Jehovah Jireh, my provider.

36 years on, my friendship bond with Belinda Wing
CHAN and Susan WAN are still going strong though we are
in different countries. My heart leaped with joy as sis Juana
KWOK came to visit me last year and she reminisced how her
faith was built up through the Bible study that Belinda and 1
gave to her, which I did not remember.

David LEE who has influenced me till today to help in
whatever small way I can in humanitarian and mission work

as I see him and his wife serving God faithfully at House
of Shalom, the orphanages they set up in Indonesia and
Philippines. In SG, brother Kheng Hai served as a pastor in
his later years and together with his wife Gek Lan now serve in
ministry work supporting missionaries. Sister Kum Fun has
continually helped me in many ways in my personal life and in
my business operation. All these amazing brothers and sisters
in Christ in SCCF who are still in constant contact with me,
and my walk in the Lord is constantly encouraged by them.

To conclude, I would like to honour the late SheilaMO and
Ivan CHOW - two beautiful souls who were for a brief moment
in my earthly life. The song below was composed by Ivan.
I pray that this song can encourage all of us to live a life
pleasing to God. Like them, letlive our one life to the full and
give our best to Him.

One life to live
You have lived to Him
You have pleased the King

One life to give
You have given to Him
The best of life

You have counted all things but loss,
That you may know Christ

One life to love
You have loved the Lord
With your heart and soul

One life to serve
You have served the King
And have not striven in vain

One life of power in the risen Lord
You have claimed by faith
In Him s life and victory
You have entered in.

If you are in any of these photos above, I would love
to connect with you once again. You can WhatsApp
me, Peggy FOO at 65-9852-9297 or email me at
scentuary? (@yahoo.com.sg

Py Fer

Singapore - Sept 2020
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1983 — Summer mission team

with Rowena Ching to “bee’or not to “bee”
1983 BLFR BT F N B a2 15 2R
PEEiihE]

May 1983 - St Mark Church. Sunday school teachers (Andrew, Wilson, James, Belinda, San, Simon, Ronnie, Josephine,
Jessia, Clara and myself) with the kids.
19834F 5 H 3Bl 3= H A Al AL A5 B G ] 5 A & T

Sep 84 - Peak District National Park -
Ladybooth Pony Trekking trip.
SAFEIAFLE R R ARATILE E 2

.
Aug 84 - Cycling trip in Derbyshire Derwent Valley 1984 - all on board at 747 Ecclesall Road with our late brother
- il 848 HFTILER I Derwent Valley s B Tvan, Belinda, Susan, Jimmy and myself 2nd 1)
1983 - Christmas Retreat at Colwyn Bay; Bala Lake. T2 BLR K K IvanflJimmy & #E Ecclesall Rd.

19834 1EColwyn BayWEEFEEIE &
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Helping at the Shum’s family 1ake-away; China Garden,
Caucliffe Rotherham
ELSZFBMAYNE JE(China Garden)EIT

visttors and Joanne at our Darnall Road house.

FHL R R AL 255 & 18 Darnall.

—_—

2 N e+ N

84 - Nottinghamshire outing trip with Chinese section

SALE Bl TR AT 5t i AR
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1983 - my housemates Belinda, Grace Lee, Jessia and 2 other

Vizen
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Period in Sheffield: since 2015

joined SCCC in 2015 as I moved to Sheffield for work

purposes. Despite my initial thought of not wanting to

join a Chinese Church, God had His ways of bringing

me to be a part of this family, right from the start of my
life in Sheffield. I have been a part of the church for 5 years.
Throughout these 5 years, I was invited time after time to
step out of my comfort zone in serving within the church. In
this process, I was given opportunities to grow spiritually and
to explore and apply my spiritual gifts. I was given safe space
to make mistakes, with many brothers and sisters around me
to support me in prayers, in mentoring and in practical ways.
I have served in various ministries in these few years, some
of which I would never have dreamt of having the chance
to be involved in. I thank God that He invited me to be His
co-worker and His servant, to be able to serve His people and
to bring praises and glory to His name.

56 FOO YEE KUAN

During these 5 years, I also went through some of the
most challenging times in my personal life, including multiple
times of failing my professional exam, a drastic change in
career direction, learning how to maintain a long distance
relationship for years, delayed wedding plans in the midst of
COVID-19 pandemic and more recently, the need to decide
on the next place I call home. My beloved church leaders and
family in SCCC had been a tremendous support during my
journey. This church was where I grew in faith, love, patience,
perseverance, character, hope and so much more. I can only
say that SCCC is truly a vessel used by God. I trust that it has
done the same for many others, and it will continue to do so for
many more God’s children.

EHIEME(R: 5201542
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Period in Sheffield: Patrick-1978 - 1982, Kam-1975-1982

GRATEFUL MEMORIES

moved from Manchester to Sheffield to take up a

research assistant position and pursue a Ph.D. degree

in 1978. Through a friend in Manchester, I contacted

Susana YUNG, a member of the Sheffield Chinese
Christian Fellowship (SCCF), to look for an accommodation.
She graciously invited me to her residence, where [ was amazed
to see the whole house full of Chinese students, except for the
Jewish landlady. They were cheerfully preparing dinner at that
time. There I first met a girl, Kam LAM, who returned from
North Wales to follow up with her Ph. D. thesis. She later
became my wife.

linitially rented a room near a red-light district. With the
help from SCCF, I was able to move to the Fellowship Center at
12 Watson Road. There [ was very happy to share a room with
the fellowship leader Arthur CHANG. I was not a Christian
at that time, but was very grateful to attend Fulwood Christ
Church with the SCCF members and joined the functions of
SCCF. Soon laccepted Christas my Lord and Saviour and was
baptized in the church.

I recall attending a fellowship retreat in North Wales.
On the return journey on the highway (motorway), the fuel
gauge entered the warning zone, but there was no gas (petrol)
station in the vicinity. The only thing we could do was to pray
to our God for help [Psalm 121]. God graciously answered

58 PATRICK & KAM FUNG

our prayers as we reached a service station before the gas tank
was completely empty. We filled up the gas tank and continued
the return journey happily with praises to our Lord! SCCF
also held Chinese classes for the children of the Chinese
immigrants where I was also a teacher. I can still remember
there was once only one student in my class; she was the smart
and sensible girl Alice CHAN, who later became a lawyer.

A very special memory of Sheffield was my wedding
ceremony and buffet reception at Fulwood Christ Church
in 1980. We were both so touched that all the decorations
and food were prepared so professionally by our brothers
and sisters in Christ as well as our relatives. We were also
thankful that many friends came from different cities to join
our celebration. After our marriage we moved into a house
owned by our landlady, Grace Liversidge, who was a daughter
of a missionary to China. She was born in China and left there
at the age of eighteen.

Myvyearsin Sheffield were filled with loving memories: from
accepting Christ as the Lord and my personal Saviour; meeting
and marrying my wife; to having our first daughter; eventually
finding a job in Canada and migrated. Time flies quickly, it
has already been thirty-eight years since we left Sheffield. All
your happy faces will always be treasured in our memories just
like they were yesterday. May God continue to bless you richly!
Our warmest greetings from Canada to you all.

12
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POH HENG
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Period in Sheffield: 1987 - 1989 I’'m Poh Heng, wife of Wong Hui Keat. Together with our FREE SEENET BRI LR, R19874F9H  EUIMAE o RGEHZE AL LR RIER X FEINE S > 5 RIFAE
son Adrian, we first arrived in UK in September 1987 and we B RAR BN FERYH— R E S o AEEEHRE T/ET
stayed with a family in Liverpool.
HESRKERRE R (LLN) (325 FHIER PURFRECIF ALK » B8 5 R BT R i I 2 S AL [ 5200 &
Hui Keat received a scholarship from the National 2 DEEE:I:FL"{J_ B T BB AR B M T R S TiEb BB #ERE —E B IR R E ARG Bl — RPEER (
Electricity Board of Malaysia (LLN) to do his Masters in the 5 B0 X EEHRSCCC LB RSB GBI &REIRRA—RAZ) B TR MR
University of Sheffield, and he initially went ahead of us to try Wt RAEINT > 2 H—DIAT R © E i A RIS ZE » AN B B TR A
and settle our accommodation. In fact he wrote to the SCCC 1E T HRA P BHAATRMRZ EERY) - BEER AL 19894F6H » B 5 E LRk FRAFIAT & S5 I ElE
church and later was met by Robert TEH and YIU Sai Man AR S SR TR RIS HIINR  BEERE B 12 HERH T #9E - FEAR LAY AR AR — A 20 BRMBITE
who helped him do the necessary. We were much blessed by T XABENADEE N FEITEIIASE ELAE B My Robert & Jessie TEH  fE MM KAkt
their fellowship and we got a lot of warm clothing from these RAFEA A SR AL Martin & Christina LEE {#§F
2 families. To a young family going to study in a cold foreign BAMRZZAEBIERC WA AIRFE - IRp 3 BLEENTJE AR 1 At
land, such practical help was indeed very invaluable and we got PetrusfliMagdalena PANAKA iB}f' AhiiET e SCCCIE
to experience a lot of practical love in action. T2 AR AR B R BB AL AR BE S A TR A - 75 o LR HIERE BESEMAF 0 -

We enjoyed our 2 years stay in Sheffield very much, often
making family outings together with Petrus and Magdalena
PANAKA (from Indonesia). SCCC was the meeting place for
all foreign students plus the local Chinese.

I'was also privileged to be given a chance to work in alocal
Fish and Chips shop run by Irene SHUM and Mr SHUM to
earn some pocket money. For that I have to thank Mi Yung who
fetched me to Irene’s shop at night. Without her transport I
would not have been able to work there.

L also vaguely remember that each family had to take turns
to cook to provide meals for certain fellowship meetings and
that was a challenge to me as we had a small toddler to take
care of (Adrian was only 1+) but it was fun.

WeleftSheffieldin Jun 1989 with good memories of SCCC
after Hui Keat had completed his Masters. The friendship we
made was for life. We are now still in contact with Robert and
Jessie TEH from Singapore, YIU Sai Man and Mi Yung from
Canada and Martin & Christina LEE from Malaysia. Hui Keat, Poh Heng and Adrian at Adelene’s graduation in Melbourne December 2019

B9 BEMGAE MR R ANE N 20194F12H

Those memories will forever be etched in our hearts.

60 GAN POH HENG BHE 61
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Period in Sheffield: 2004 - 2011

I attended SCCC from 2004 - 2011. The greatest blessing throughout my life
in SCCC was to know God more continuously.

The church pastor during that period pointed me towards good resources
for sound teachings and doctrines. These became one of the crucial means which
helped me grow spiritually and continue to do so today.

“Weak doctrine produces weak lives. Those who turn the world upside down
are always those mighty in the Scripture” (lain Murray). Those who are born again
are those whose hearts have been won by the Word through the Spirit of God. John
Calvin says this: “The object of God’s work of regeneration is, as we have seen,
that our lives might demonstrate to others a harmony and accord between God’s
righteousness and our obedience, and that we might thus confirm that He has made
us His children by adoption™.

The greatestblessing in my life is [ am convinced that the Lord is my portion and
inheritance. May this be true to you too.

I:' | » .
TEEHIERIELR: 2004 - 2011
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Period in Sheffield: since 1972

hank God for giving Ivy and I the great blessing and

privilege to start our Sheffield Chinese Christian

Church as a small fellowship group in the front

room of our own home in Sheffield in 1972. Thank
God for His faithfulness for allowing my wife and I to continue
to serve SCCC all these years, and for me to continue to serve
in SCCC church council even until today 48 years later.

However, at 72 years of age now, I cannot do what I used
to do in SCCC when I was 30, and have been praying for some
time now for God to send new and God led deacons for SCCC.
Let us continue to pray without ceasing as we all know so well,
in 1 Thessalonians 5:17. All church activities must be based on
prayers before preparing for that particular activity and then
proceeding upon them.

We are all participating in a very real spiritual warfare
as we are reminded in Ephesians 6:11&12, and we must all
be prepared and ready for that. We do not fight against one
another but against our common enemy, the devil, who is
always waiting to devour us, 1 Peter 5:8.

64 RAYMOND & IVY HENG

In this very brief article I cannot hope to touch on
everything that happened in the 48 year ministry of SCCC 1
have had. So do forgive me for not mentioning all our helpers
and leaders who my wife and I have had the blessing to have the
opportunity to welcome into SCCC all these years.

[ will touch on the great joy my wife and I had to stumble
on PANG Lok Sing and Stephen CHUA in Sorby Hall. It was
during one of our student evangelism outreach in those days
to visit new students in Halls of residence who had just arrived
to study in Sheffield. Pang and Stephen were looking for
accommodation and later stayed briefly with us in our home.
It is indeed God’s leading for him to now volunteer to help
us put together this booklet even though he has returned to
Hongkong all these years after his studies here.

In the same way many of our returnees continue to keep in
touch with us and encourage us all these years. This is another
great blessing that spurs us on. Morcover we find most are
still keeping to the faith and serving our Lord in their home
countries and we thank God for that.

F0HEAIVY
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My family in Sheffield
H—RAEFHIE 1986

Return to Sheffield for a visit
HEFHIEF 2018

My son Yi-Han’s family
RFLIE—% 2020
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Period in Sheffield: 1985 - 1987

came to Sheffield in September, 1985; and afier

five months, my wife, Sally, and my son, Yi-Han,

came to join me. At that time, I worked for the China

Steel Corporation, and they sponsored me to study
for two years in the Sheffield University, Department of
Engineering Materials.

I thank God for his guidance. My research progressed
well after just seven months of work. Ihad found a new method
that could simulate sintering of iron ore in the laboratory, and a
new important reaction of ore materials at high temperatures.

Blessings from God were beyond my imagination.
Istarted research asan undergraduate candidate on 1.10.1985
and I submitted my Ph.D. thesis on 1.10.1987. After a week,
I passed my viva (oral exam.) and obtained my Ph.D. degree.
On the day of the viva, | met amember of the viva panel outside
my department. His first sentence to me was: “Your thesis is
very good. I am surprised you obtained so many results in two
years”. Afterwards, the viva began. Subsequently, [ authored
three papers based on my research, all of which were published
in the Japanese periodical, ISIJ International. One of my
papers has become the first research article in their inaugural
publication.

God watched over me in Sheffield. He gave me a good
supervisor and research environment. There was also loving
care and help from brothers and sisters in the Fellowship.

N y
— J
PR S

TESHIEMEE(R: 1985 - 1987

198 5¢9HFE ¢Sk #Sheffield > FAE FEAKMME
(Sally) Fn5e-FLLK (Yi-Han) AR ER o &

IRFRTE S I AR TAE AR &R FTESheffield

University, Department of Engineering Materials

#iE-

JERES P SE FRAUDT AT L A A R 4 > iF5E
HHT7T 1% 75 BB EE AT R R AR R S B A SRR eE A5 S e -
T 28 5 — 8 B A e T R ) SR

P TR R P SR AR RDUK B2 58 SE B2 R A
19854E10H1 HBHEATRAVERE > 1987 10 H 1 H MR RHR R
Ph.D.&30 — R R A s S Ph. DAL o HEdARR
RAMIRZER RBIF F—H562: “Your thesis is very
good. I am surprised you obtained so many results
in two years” » &I A -  BIRMIBTFLIL T T = /R 5
0 FIEAE H AR FIISI] International » Hp 2 — 2
BIFI5% LRSS —R Research Article o

fESheffiel R B RETL * AREFAISupervisor k5t
BB HA M kBB E D) s M —R =035
EFAIEIE o
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BERNARD

& SABRINA

KOH

Period in Sheffield: 1989 - 1992

s I walked down the road to St. Mark’s Church, Broombhill, I met a nice and approachable lady.
I went to St. Mark’s again that afternoon, I met the same lady. She was Irene, the first Chinese
I metin Sheffield. That evening my wife and [ were invited to have dinner at Grace and Pang’s
house along with a few others. That was the beginning of our relationship with SCCC.

My list of first experiences can go on: first snow in Sheffield, first visit to Sherwood Forest, first taste
of shopping experience at Meadow Hall, first glimpse of Watson Road, and first trip to London, Newcastle,
Hull, Manchester, Leeds, Coventry, Brighton, Birmingham, Edinburgh and Peak District. What a
wonderful recollection!

Orchestrated by God, with concerted efforts from many members of SCCC, we were busy but happily
walking in and out of that converted bus at High Street, selling foods and goodies to raise funds for the
Church Building at Heeley. That was a memorable event for me in Sheffield.

I am thankful for the ups and downs that I had in Sheffield. That had engraved into my life and
shaped the Bernard of today. I do miss you all, but especially the scone and tea in that little eatery down

High Street!

Ta’ra. (Do you remember this Yorkshire slang?)

BERNARD & SABRINA KOH

> 4
o BH 2%
2 IR

TESHIERMITE(R: 1989 - 1992

P.éf'ﬁfféﬁﬁ%roomhillﬂ’ﬁ%%ﬁf%&ﬁ (St. Mark’ s) HYBSTE NAERS > B F—fr A2 BP0t
B FArTREIEE S B0 B A R it 2 Irene » BIRAE AIEE RS — A EE A o AR KRR AN
KKEHWBEAEIZ A R m R SR8 — 2R 8 BldG T e S N BB G ISR —7F
EIE

[EIAEFE AR BRI E RS EERZ e EPTEERE RN I FE BOEBRAM
(Sherwood Forest) » 55— BN K EYI RS (Meadow Hall) #EH PG 55— R AR ES
(Watson Road) - A& & S 3 (London) ~ 4t #(Newcastle) ~ B (Hull) » S Y4

(Manchester) ~ B%%(Leeds) ~ HZEHF](Coventry) ~ fi 2K HH (Brighton) ~ fAFHE (Birmingham)-
E THE(Edinburgh) & (1& (Peak District) Sl /7 o

£ R RIEMRE T BABEE AN R TSR0 R HM=RE ST (High
Street) R U B E B RGN BEASBEATERY (ER M) EHEE S 2K
X ZEIRIE SIS

R N EHFERY A IR AC I = (R 28 5 KA (Bernard) o JEEFRR IR
R AT (High Street) /NERE R B ZE AN FZH |

Ta’ ra. (MR ER T RRHIMRETE ?)
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Period in Sheffield: 1989 - 1992

t has been 28 years since I left SCCC and England. I am grateful that while

approaching retirement age, I am still serving in church. My strength and

health now cannot be compared with that in the years when I was in England,

but my zeal of serving is still burning like fire. More than three years of life
and ministry in England was an unforgettable period of my life. When I returned to
Singapore, my plan then was to revisit England again, but today I am still planning.
One day we may meet at the old places, and spend the whole night talking about the
grace of our LORD.

In several visits to Hong Kong, I met up with the ex-Sheffielders there. There
were gatherings in Singapore too when brothers and sisters came over. I used to
comment: “Three years of fellowship, but friendship forlife”. From youngadulthood
to post-middle age, all of us may have returned to our respective birthplace, begun
a new church life, started a family, and developed our career. Whether it is uphill,
or down in the valley, may we all receive enlightenment and wisdom from the Word
of God through our experience. Though we are no longer young, our strength may
have wasted away, I pray that our love for the LORD will grow stronger each day, and
itwill not turn cold even with age and in difficult circumstances.

This year (2020) is a catastrophic year for the world. I am seeking peace foryou,
and may we stay vigilant in this season as Paul says,

“I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. ... Our Lord, come! The grace
of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.”
(1 Cor. 16:21-23, ESV)

BERNARD & SABRINA KOH

= BHEE RN

= ‘
N

S V75 4
49 JLTE

TEEHIERITE(R: 1989 - 1992

TXT SRS R HEE 284 REEER S RN E % Rk 24 i
T TR AE (BB - S HEN AT S

Z2 0 B NE—BOHE USRI ; AR IR DO REAE B IHH A 48

FIFHE BRI B RALBD SR TS (RS2 2o

JLZR 17 5 I IR 2 > S BB AR 2 VR InspemiAR R - s U2 1 =4
s PAAEIE A MWER BN A I RREE N RE A AR
AT ~ AT SR EAN A RS B B B B BAME S IR RIS
AUERRETE AR B R 2R S22 SENREE SHESRRK (K
A Bl RE ERVLHTRA RS  AZBES A et e A o

A (2020) 0 2 T FUEZ IR R IO —4F > BRAEX B NIRITRPZ2 > R
BRI MALRFF BRI > PR AT

TRORDSRENZ o..... FHESR VE FHRERELE 1R SRR RTE | 38
FEFL A HROR B2 S5 ORI A RILE o BlT] Ly #RRT1-7322-23

Bernard, Sabrina and Derek in Taiwan 2019
A FHEE)LTDerek RS 2019
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Period in Sheffield: 1988 - 1995

wish to declare my thanks and praise to our dear Lord
Jesus, and brothers and sisters of the Sheffield Chinese
Christian Church (SCCC) for the love and growth that I
experienced there from 1988 to 1995.

Before L arrived in Sheffield from Singapore for my Master
of Arts degree in Third World Studies, I was an unchurched,
underground Christian. When I was welcomed to the SCCC
by its faithful members as part of the student outreach
programme to the halls, I immediately accepted and was
cared for.

I remember the mentorship I received from Robert and
Jessie TEH, PANG Lok Sing and Grace, the TSOls, the TAMs,
the HENGs, and fellow students led by Martin LEE, Christina
PHANG, and so many other humble, devoted servants of
the Lord.

[ learnt the discipline of studying His word, of praying,
and praying with His saints in the Saturday afternoon Watson
Road fellowship meetings. We soaked in the nourishing word
of the Lord and were energised by the work of His Holy Spirit.
The love of our dear Heavenly Father was so evident in the
warm hospitality of the hosts of Bible Study groups too, over
the years.

With my confidence in Him, established in that manner,
I was eventually bold enough to make a public declaration of
my faith in Christ through baptism and what joyous day that
was — 18 February 1990.

SCCC itself went through growth. He established the
work of His hands and our hands by allowing us to purchase

that building in Heeley. Everyone gave sacrificially towards

72 GILLIAN KOH

it - financially but more importantly, through their time, and
effort. Fellow students from all over — China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Malaysia and fellow Singaporeans — gave to the
Lord in service in catering, in leading worship, helping with
the maintenance of the Church, driving folks to service, and
of course, providing servant leadership in the Council. As
I stayed for my doctoral studies, it was so good to have met
generations of these students.

It was something we could boast in the Lord about —
the indefatigable local Chinese Christian community, our
inspired Pastor LO Kuok Keong and Lucy who held up the
living word of God to all within and beyond the walls of our
Heeley building, the faithful young Christians from overseas,
and all our effort to make disciples of the Chinese world
represented in Sheffield. Even more exciting was to have met
fellow believers through the Easter Conferences that brought
members of the other CCCs across the UK together!

In the latter years at SCCC, I was privileged to have met
a vibrant and hungry-to-learn set of youths and we ploughed
in earnest into our faith lives through Bible study, service and
outreach. This effort even spilled over to a couple of young
British youths as well. God really encouraged our hearts in so
many ways.

It was a transformational experience to have understood
what it means to be part of the family of God, drawn unto our
Head, Christ Jesus in SCCC. Through it, I can say that I have
tasted the Lord in the land of the living and say that it is more
than good! Surely the fruits of the labour of all the saints I have
met through it will receive His eternal reward, but let me add a
simple but sincere, “Thank you, SCCC”.

FLuan & Gillian with their children Ethan, Eaden and Elise, August 2019
A (Euan) ~# 2k (Gillian) JL#% Ethan-Eaden- Elise’ 2019481

4RSS

69 JLUE 0

5 IERITE(R: 1988 - 1995

N TR FKR1988F 19954 FEHFE NI E # 22 (SCCC)
I 3 ) 2 FTRRCK: » RS B S A 128 22 (1) = HIShR - 0
FETIR R ) 565 e S kAT T o

FEFHTIIE R EIHIE AR S =t ST TRt
Al Bl — MRAMAZZ I MERE © 4SCCCRUL AL
ANEIAE S AN THZ TR - (832
ZIAS E AT Fet ot -

FICHFBRMNFZRIZENER RIS AR RS
#%# (Robert and Jessie TEH) ~ #RAE510E (PANG
Lok Sing and Grace) ~Z 2K {0~ B E KA~ F 0%
F#44 (Raymond and Ivy HENG) » DUKZE% (Martin
LEE) ~ &3 (Christina PHANG) ) —BER~ DUk
RZ HAN BB LI ER AT

&N N EWatson RoadIFIRHE S b RFEST
AR E I IA A T ~ 708 ~ )5 HAth S48 —EE T #5 © Tl
VURTE E R FRRIE IR 2B ZRIELRE - 15
IXZAELIR  BATBEZ IR A% » fE B L/ N 7R 78 E A
B 78 MR B K ©

PRIHAIFE » R IXAFRENLHE R o 28T FORHMFE
BUAL ATTEAABSEERIEM 2199052 H18H » X2
— N LERIIH T -

SCCC ARHZ T « w7 =R EANFATI TPl
PERI L LEBATISEAER A E AL o X PFF B B PAKR
AE— IR > AN BRAE AR L > SR AEIN TR _E R85
AR o SRE S RIS RE S B AT BRI MUk
FIFE—HER BRI FEAAT FE255 R SR T H > i
TEE RS B ~ i UETE BB BLHEAVLENS TAF BRI
SN I EE ) NP HEZE o LI ORI
AR AR E LK A2 X E TR 1o

PATATLIE EAREE B — FLUNHY— L NFISE A 12
AMEAE A A NS EALRE  thT R 4 R R BN 2 [
SEASTAN Lucy Jifi &) » PO &k 1A 7 A 4 A1k 5k N S SN A
AN TE TR BTG TE ~ A RSk BN F B
1€ ~ DURON 7 S S HR BB FER A AT DA 7158
MEHEYES ) - BN E IR EEETRIES  WEH
E BN R AETEN] !

FESCCCRYJERLEE R A SEBEN T—REFCili TG /1
BEEINHEEN BIEE AL REFIIVE KRR i
INERIRA B BN WENAETEH - XD HEBRAEETLD
FEHNEE N BRI B fERZ 50D S0 7 BATEIL -

KRN ANSERZRE - fESCCCHR AR 42
YERMRI— 51 155 1SRN e e Bk 5L B A o Bt AFRA]
DUt 278 N 2 MR E A28 7 3 H X B IFF IR !
AR IRAEASEINIRIAENT] AT 157 R0 B2—E S
SRR IE R B > AELE RN b — e B BRI > i i
fR>SCCCJ °

vFtkzk 73



SCCC Count Your Blessings

BHEER

ﬁfzﬁmw 7

ROYCE

Period in Sheffield:
1981 - 1982, 1984 - 1987

heffield is a place of which I have many fond memories,

not because I pursued my postgraduate study there,

but because it was all about God’s arrangement — in

this place, I met many good Christians, knew about
our Lord, and accepted him as my saviour.

God has a plan for each of us (Psalms 139:16). During
my childhood, I was blessed to learn from Christian/Catholic
schools that there should be a “god” who is loving, and holds
everything. I grew up in Hong Kong from a grassroots poor
family, and “studying abroad” was a distant dream to me.
Though I did not know much about Christ, I had pleaded
for mercy from the “god”. God cares and knows our every
need (Philippians 4:19). He answered, and I was able to
study in Sheffield in the years of 1981-1982 and 1984-1987
on scholarships.

Baptism by Rev Jacob TSANG (lef) in 1987
BFERTIRAT () TR19874F R T i TiR 18

74 ROYCE KWOK

KWOK

Thank God, I met Ronnie MO (Sheila MO’s sibling)
during the second part of my study in Sheffield. Through him,
I could see the love and care of Christ. I then asked Jesus into
my heartin 1986, and was baptised in 1987. Ronnie took me to
the SCCF at Watson Road, where I met lots of loving brothers
and sisters. [ can still recall the precious moments of worship,
prayers, and love feasts after gatherings there. I also enjoyed
an Easter Retreat which was a joint assembly with brothers and
sisters from Manchester. I treasured the fellowship with all the
brothers and sisters I met in the UK.

Sheffield was a thread that God prepared to connect my
life to Him. Time flies, and I have now retired from work.
I am grateful to God for his continuous blessings: protection,
providence, healings and many more. I am also thankful
that I can witness his miracles unfolding in other people’s
lives. May we all continue to count God’s blessings and
endeavour to obey his commissions/commandments, lest we
disappoint him.

A meal gathering hosted by Ronnie MO Vron[ right)

in his aparmment

FEARTA™ (£ 1) (E TR — R
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Photo taken with PANG Lok Sing (left) afier baptism
RIESRETYR () 6
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Laster Retreat with Brothers and Sisters from Manchester
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Period in Sheffield: 1975 - 1980

studied A-levels in Sheffield in 1975, and went on to

study Civil and Structural Engineering at the University

of Sheffield. I graduated and returned to HK in 1980.

My family was not well off in those days, and it was only
with God’s grace that I had the opportunity to study overseas.
During those five years, [ witnessed the growth of the SCCF in
her early years, and took part in sharing the Gospel to the local
Chinese.

In the early days that I joined SCCF, Watson Road had
not yet been purchased. I had joined gatherings held at the
home of Dr. Raymond HENG couple at Osborne Road. Atthe
time, many of the fellowship members were overseas Chinese
students from places such as Singapore, Malaysia and Hong
Kong, and there were also a few nurses and student nurses.
Having just left secondary school and far away from home, I
really enjoyed the time of fellowship together. There was the
sense of closeness when we sang hymns, shared, studied the
Bible and prayed together. I often took part in the Wednesday
night Bible studies at the Brunswick Street Nurses Home,
which was close to my home. I remember there were simple but
enjoyable meals before the Bible study where we sat in a circle
on the carpet. I am very thankful to God that I was able to
learn from the many older brothers and sisters who explained,
discussed and shared their interpretation of the Bible through
which I was influenced to pursue God’s words. I also began
to learn to play the guitar during fellowship singspirations,
which became my service at SCCF in the subsequent years.

I still remember in the early days of the fellowship that
YMCA was rented for the Sunday School, through which 1
came to know WONG Chi Shing couple, Mr & Mrs TAM
and others. I could feel their zeal for the Lord. Thanks be to

76 DANIEL LAM

God. Ivery much enjoyed taking part in the Sunday School,
in which I often served as a pianistand guitar accompaniment.
What I enjoyed even more was the happy times during which
I could learn Chinese together with the young Sunday School
students, as well as reading the Bible, singing and playing
games and football with them.

In 1976, the Fellowship purchased 12 Watson Road
for the purpose of gatherings, at the same time the upstairs
bedrooms were rented out to Chinese Christian students.
During those days, we would have meals together after the
Saturday afternoon fellowship, where we shared and mingled.
Sometimes there would be 2-3 small groups praying for cach
other, chatting, singing, playing chess, each to his taste. It
was really lively! Thanks be to God, this was one of the
most important stages of my spiritual and personal growth.
This place was also where many overseas Chinese Christian
students got to know one another, mutually influenced each
other, came to know God, accepted Christ, learned to seek
the way of the Lord, established their Christian lives and
committed their lives to the Lord. During that time, apart
from fellowship members attending local Sunday church
services, the Fellowship would often invite some heavy weight
pastors mightily used by God to preach at the Watson Road
fellowship meetings so that we were built up in God’s words,
and could understand and yearn more for the Truth.

I also remember in a private discussion with a leader in
one of the earlier Easter Conferences about how I, as one who
would often stumble due to personal weaknesses, was able to
understand more clearly the salvation accomplished by the
Lord Jesus on the cross. I was greatly encouraged and thus
learnt to trust the Lord steadfastly with a grateful heart.
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Period in Sheffield: 1956 - 1988

y family was studying Galatians under the

Message version when I was invited by a brother

of SCCC for this project. 1 was particularly

impressed with that translation because it brings
out the relationships between the Church and Paul, Christ and
the Law, etc., which I have always overlooked.

I'was in Sheffield briefly between Fall °86 to early *88 for
my Masters in Business Administration degree in Sheffield
Management School. My years in Sheffield have not just kick-
started my executive carcer in international corporations
but also continued my spiritual journeys that had begun in
77, Canada. These locations were both pivotal centers,
then undergoing spiritual awakenings in the late *60s and
early *70s.

78 LOUIS LAM

During the Sheffield academic year, I coordinated a
hall-based Bible study group with another graduate student
colleague for all Hongkong-originated colleagues while
attending the Sheffield Chinese Christian (SCC) Fellowship
and Saint Thomas, in Crookes. The group has been
monumental for me since I have never had any Bible study
in the very early mornings, i.e. 06:30, during examination
periods. I have also had generous friendship with several
senior brothers in their respective doctorate programmes, as
well as a few local families that have been faithfully serving
Chinese Fellowships and Churches, in both Sheffield and
beyond. Some relationships have even been lasting for
decades, e.g. Mr. and Mrs. TSOI, amongst others. Besides,
I had had the privilege of involving in the recovering process
of a local youngster who had leukemia, Mr. David CHAN,
including a healing anointment, prior to his rest in the Lord.
Because of such a process, I had to amend with another brother
before that procedure. In fact, David was the last person I saw
before I left Sheffield in one morning of January *88.

From numerous related articles I have, this time, and
about fifteen years ago, Yorkshire enjoyed revivals starting
in York in *72 through David Watson. Due to the sickness
of Watson, John Wimber visited London and Yorkshire at
the end "85, conducting meetings and workshops in Sheffield
City Hall and Saint Thomas, Crookes, respectively. Indeed,
some of the resultant works lasted, and some failed, e.g. works
in Holy Trinity Brompton, London vs. Nine O’clock Service,
derived from Saint Thomas. SCC Fellowship, & later SCCC,
was blessed tremendously in that period, in which I was also
prepared for historical events to come soon after in Asia.

Indeed, today is also a historic moment. Both individuals
and the Church at large need to ponder with caution. As
Sandy Millar remembered John Wimber and his vineyards
movement, he shortened his description of the “closest possible
relationship with God” by merely the word “intimacy”. While
writing these thoughts, my wife tells me her encounter with a
colleague and how one misused a specific model developed for
family therapy in an organizational setting. Italso reflects my
consulting partnerships of both Organizational Resilience and
Personal Resilience and their distinct differences in between.

In Ephesians 5:29-32, Paul said, “This is a huge mystery,
and I don’t pretend to understand it all. What is clearest to
me is the way Christ treats the church. ...” in comparing the
relationship between Christ and the Church with the most
intimate relationship on earth, marriage. I believe such holy
intimacy could quench our thirst in life! My family wishes to
SCCC all the best in the Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen!
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Period in Sheffield: 1988 - 1990
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BRIAN & ROSINA LEE

THIRTYYEARS AGO INSHEFFIELD

hirty years sounds like a long time. Day in and day
out, things and people come and go. We thought
what happened thirty years ago must have already
faded away from our memory. In the last thirty
years, like most of you, we went through the different stages of
life. We moved from place to place, finally settling in Toronto.

When we received the message about the “Count Your
Blessings Project” from SCCC, we were so excited. We read
the SCCC Timeline many times to learn about the history and
development of SCCF/SCCC. We placed ourselves back in
time to reminisce on our days at Sheffield. We had so much
fun reliving the events of our past, and rediscovering old
friendships. With little effort, memories of the good old days
flooded our minds.

Arriving in October, 1988, we had little knowledge that
one day, Sheffield would become the place where we met God,
became Christians and were baptised.

Not knowing that Sheffield University had a shortage
of housing for its students, we were forced to live a nomadic
lifestyle during our first week. We went to classes early in
the morning, and looked for student accommodation in the
afternoon. We ended our day exhausted in a B&B.

During that week, chop suey became our main source of
food. One day, God brought us to Simon and Mi Yung. They
invited us to their house for dinner. That was our first non-
chop suey meal during that week, and guess what, they cooked
the famous English dish for us - deep fried fish. We enjoyed
the meal so much with them and their two little angels. That
was our first encounter with Christians in Sheffield. This,
amongst other experiences at Sheffield, showed us that God
really does have a plan for His children.

To this day, we thank God for placing several other
Christians around us in Sheffield. They invited us to their
Bible study group as well as brought us to SCCF and Wycliffe
Church. We vividly remembered those days when we attended
services on Saturday afternoon at Watson Road and on Sunday
evening in Wycliffe. We miss the preaching of Pastor Waite
in Wycliffe Church and Pastor LO Kuok Keong in SCCF.
We had good fellowship with Michael, Shea, Pearl, Joe, Noel,
Deborah and many others.

While we did not spend a lot of time in Sheffield, it is a
place that has a lasting impact on us. Our lives had been
changed ...... in the past thirty years, in the coming years ......
till the day when we unite with God.

TEFHIERIE(D: 1988 - 1990
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Period in Sheffield: 1982 - 1985

y time in SCCF was certainly God ordained. It

was a period of great blessings and one filled

with joyful memories and an important stepping

stone of God’s overall plan. It was indeed a very
significant and important period of my life.

I'wentto Sheffield for academic purposes - to do my degree
in Civil Engineering at Sheffield University. However, through
my time at SCCF, I grew into greater maturity in Christ. Most
significantly, it was also the place where I heard God’s call
to serve Him in full time ministry as a Pastor, of which I am
doing now.

‘When I arrived at Sheffield in summer 1982, there was no
one [ knew in this city. However it was not long before I got to
know about SCCF through the visitations by the members. It
was the start of my happy association with SCCF.

At SCCF, the studying and application of God’s word
was important. The knowledge of God’s truths helped build
my spiritual understanding and relationship with Him. In
addition, SCCF was like a family to me. Through all the
numerous brothers and sisters that I had the joy and privilege of
knowing, I learnt what it means to serve and love one another.
It was my privilege to have served in the various capacities
at SCCF.

I learnt so much, including how to cook! When I arrived
in Sheffield, there was not a single dish I could cook apart from
instant noodles. I remember when [ was accepted to live in the
SCCF house at Watson Road with 4 other brothers, I felt quite
intimidated on the cooking front. They were all good cooks.
Once, we had a challenge whereby each of us had to cook a
different dish each week. In addition, if the food we cooked
was judged to be below standard, we had to cook it again!

82 DAVID LEE

All this was before the time of the internet. So, I spent much
time studying and observing others how to cook, as well as
going to book shops (e.g. WH Smith) to look up new recipes.
Itis not easy to produce different dishes from only very limited
ingredients since as students we were on a tight budget. It is
amazing how many styles of chicken wings can be dreamt up
with a little imagination! Challenging but fun.

Allin all, SCCF was such an important place for me, filled
with fond memories as well as practical spiritual learning that
shaped my Christian walk for good.

All praise, glory and honour to God for His continual
amazing work through SCCF/SCCC.

Jaceyand I were called by God to start the House of Shalom
(HOS) ministry almost 14 years ago. The ministry reaches out
and helps the very poor and needy in the society, and also being
salt & light for Christ. We have children homes at 3 locations
(2 in Indonesia, and 1 in the Philippines) - currently helping
over 160 children directly (for most, until they complete their
Universities studies).

The HOS Shalom Church minister to people primarily in
slumvillages. Conducting outreach programmes (house visits
to share the gospel), feeding programmes (like foodbank), and
educational programmes (like kindergarten).

Please feel free to check out the general website
(hteps://houseofshalomhos.wixsite.com/blessings) and contact
me forany further queries (email = davidleewk@btinternet.com).

Shalom,

Davidfee

(G
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was in Sheffield from 1983-1994 and the 11 years spent

there proved to be the most formative years in my early

adulthood. I did not have a good impression of Shefficld

initially; it was wet, cold, windy and the buildings were
old and tired because of its industrial past. But I grew to love
the warmth and kindness of the Yorkshire people and the
beautiful Peak District.

I knew SCCF even before I arrived because my brother
David was already serving there actively. It quickly became
a home for me and I look forward to our regular Saturday
Fellowship Meectings in Watson Road which would often end
with a meal together. It felt natural for me to be a part of this
extended family away from home.

SCCF also provided a place for me to serve and grow
spiritually. I began to lead worship, teach in the Sunday
School, and led bible studies. I learnt so much about servant
leadership when I joined the committee. People like Rev
Jacob TSANG, Rev LO Kuok Keong, Mr Bill BROOKES,
Sis Rowena CHING, inspired me with their godly example.
But the greatest lessons in humility came when I got to serve
alongside the local residents in the Church Council in the later
years when SCCC was formed- the CHANs, the SHUMs, the
TSOls, the TAMs and the HENGs all served with their hearts
and taught me how to value family and relationships above
material success and fame.

Sheffield CCC was also the place where I met the love of
my life Christina, and we were the first couple to get married
in our new Heeley church premises in 1992. We have to thank
Robert and Jessic TEH for nurturing us and opening their
homes to host the Care Groups. To this day, we open up our
home for Fellowship Groups because we learnt the power of
generosity and hospitality from them.

I have met so many people in Sheffield who impacted my
life and formed friendships that have endured the test of time.
Several years ago, when Christina was diagnosed with breast
cancer, a group of dear ex-SCCC brothers and sisters from
Hong Kong flew in to KL just to see her and prayed for her. It
really lifted her spirits and contributed to her recovery process
as we experienced God’s amazing healing for her.

84  MARTIN LEE
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Period in Sheffield: 1983 - 1994

I owe a debt of gratitude to SCCC for who I am today. |
went to UK to obtain an education but I returned to Malaysia
with so much more. In Sheffield my character had been forged
in a crucible of fire.

To those who are still serving in SCCC now, know that
your labour is not in vain. You may not realise how much you
can impact the lives of every student or newcomer you welcome
and nurture. I am one of them!

First wedding to take place in Heeley Church Building
B —RAEAFI A B TR 1
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With ex-SCCC members from HK in 2018
when they came to pray for Christina
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he Lord gave me a vision of a beautiful place set

amongst many hills in 1987 a few months before |

was sent off by the Malaysian government to start my

chemical engineering degree in what I thought was
a god forsaken city - Sheffield. I was very disappointed when
[ arrived as all my friends who were on the same government
scholarship had placements in universities either in London or
the south of England.

My first couple of months in Sheffield was pretty tough
as | was very homesick and having arrived late and missed
any form of orientation meant that I had to “survive” on my
own. [ initially attended an AOG church in the city despite
having to spend an hour to get to church every Sunday. After
the first month a very nice lady invited me for lunch and when
she was walking me back to my accommodation we passed by
Watson Road and she pointed out to me that there is a group of
Chinese folks who run a fellowship group in one of the houses
along thatroad.

So the very next Saturday I found my way to No. 12 Watson
Road to attend the Saturday Fellowship and that was the start
of my very exciting “missionary” journey in Sheffield from
1987 to 1994. The Lord used both the Malaysian and UK
governments to fund my time there firstly to gain my bachelors
in chemical engineering and then a PhD in Safety and
Loss Prevention.

Some of my fondest memories of my time in Sheffield were

the regular evangelistic outreach where we were split into
groups to go out to the student halls of residence to knock

86  CHRISTINA LEE-PHANG
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Period in Sheffield: 1987 - 1994

on doors of Asian students. The main aim is to make friends
and then invite them to join us for our fellowship activities.
I was also very touched by the way the many families opened
their homes for us (single students) to meet and be fed both
physically and spiritually. Their warm hospitality left an
indelible mark on my life to do the same when I geta chance to
have my own home.

There were so many opportunities to grow spiritually
and serve the Lord particularly when SCCF transitioned to
become a church, SCCC. I felt really blessed to have had so
many opportunities to learn to lead worship and serve as an
interpreter for Sunday church services - it was the closest I got
to preach - it was a big deal for a young girl then,

In 1992, I married the man of my dreams - a godly
architect who also had a big heart for God’s work and His
people. Together we set up our first home in Sheffield and I
felt really fulfilled that we were able to host many students who
came for their tertiary education.

As I'look back to my time in Sheffield, I can only thank
God for planting me there and helping me grow not just
spiritually but it was also in that beautiful city that the Lord
taught me what it means to give of my life and share all that He
has blessed us with so we can reach others for the Kingdom of
Jesus Christ.

e "'I.‘ §y - E—
s

Our Wedding at Church Building at Heeley on 7 July 1992
PR A LA LE 18 19924E7H7H

House Party at sisters’ house ar 747 Ecclesall Road

RS2 (747 Ecclesall Road) 8 &
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Bible Study at Church Centre, 12 Watson Road
EHE L (12 Watson Road) A AEHE

e PR EL S

EZE L (12 Watson Road) AU

88 CHRISTINA LEE-PHANG

Fellowship Meal ar Church Cenire, 12 Watson Road
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Period in Sheffield: 1988 - 1989
Sheffield Church and Me

Theyearwas 1988, and I took aflight of “unknown future” and flew to Sheffield,
UK to starta new page in life that God has given me.

Sheffield has a Chinese Christian Fellowship. When I first participated, I found
that the brothers and sisters there were passionate. Ata fellowship meetingin 1989,
they decided to form a church. At that time, there were many students on the move,
but the fellowship was willing to take on the mission of a church [Sheffield Chinese
Christian Church (SCCC)] and let God’s will be done.

In the fellowship, I came to know some Malaysian believers, and I was also
interested in their home country. I did not expect that after more than 30 years, |
had to fly from the UK to Malaysia to work. Now three years has passed and it is just
like the blink of an eye!

My fellowship life in the Sheffield Church has nurtured in me a good attitude for
my future journey, allowing me to obey God’s will and continue to walk with fellow
Christians, whom He has arranged for me in my life.

Life is constantly embarking on flights of “unknown future”. I am not afraid
because God always walks with me. Looking back on this experience, I realise that
SCCC has already taken shape.

30 years have
passed, and [ am

already the mother
of three

2
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¢ (Kheng Hai & Gek Lang), from Singapore,

went to Sheffield in September 1982

together with Matthew our eldest son who

was 3 months old. Kheng Hai was given
a scholarship to read Mechanical Engineering at Sheffield
University. We were there for 3 years.

We were living in a flat at Spooner Road, just a few
minutes walk away from 12 Watson Road, the SCCF Centre.
As we were new, we were grateful for the fellowship and the
Bible-study sessions which were held on Saturday afternoons.
Our son Matthew often joined us for Bible study, fellowship
and even for Easter conference - as he received a lot of love and
attention from being the youngest.

Every year an Easter Conference is held at Cliff College
for the Chinese Christian fellowships of Sheffield, Manchester,
Bradford and Leeds. SCCF was tasked with the marketing
and assisting in organising the conference. Kheng Hai fondly
remembers driving the SCCF van to the wholesale market
to purchase food stuff, vegetables and cooking items for
the conference.

We thank God for the 3 years of fellowship at SCCF. It
was very enjoyable and we had many wonderful memories with
many brothers and sisters in Christ. Today, we are serving the
Lord as pastors-at-large with SIM (Serving in Mission) East
Asia. The Lord has blessed us with 3 children, Matthew (38),
Magdalene (34) and Mark (29) and also 3 grandchildren.

Blessings !

92  LIM KHENG HAI & GEK LANG
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MARK

came to Sheffield in September 1987 to study Mechanical

Engineeringat the University of Sheffield. The university

offered me direct entry to the second year. The offer was

irresistible to me at that time as financial constraint was a
major factor in my consideration.

I accepted Christ just a few months before departing for
the UK. I was doing national service at that time. Regrettably,
I did not make much progress in knowing God nor His Word
after I accepted Christ. Nevertheless, little did I know that
God had a plan for me in the UK. In fact, it was the beginning
of my spiritual growth.

Shortly after I arrived in Sheffield, I arranged with a
Singaporean friend to visit a church on Sunday. On that
Sunday, another group of Christians were going around
to bring people to church. I thought this was the one I was
supposed to follow. So, I boarded their minibus and that
landed me to Wycliffe Church. Subsequently, I spent the rest
of my two years worshipping there. As I was a young Christian
and could not discern which church is genuine, by the grace of
God, He directed me to Wycliffe and only later did I know that
Wycliffe was known for sound doctrine in Sheffield.

The person in the minibus that brought me to Wycliffe,
his name is SZE Tiam Lin. We became very good friends, even
up to today. He spent time with me to disciple me. Not only did
I grow in Biblical knowledge, I also got to know many people
from the Sheffield Chinese Christian Fellowship, for many of
them worshipped at Wycliffe as well.

I completed my degree in 1989. By the grace of God, 1

received a scholarship from Sheffield University to do a PhD.
Again, it was an irresistible offer as it paid off all my costs
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Period in Sheffield:
1987 - 1992
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including living allowance. As a result, I extended my stay
in Sheffield for another three years. Being overflowing with
thanks, I perceived that God had a purpose for me to stay in
Sheffield, and I committed myself not only to join the Sheffield
Chinese Christian Church but also to serve there. I started
serving as a Sunday school teacher for the youth group. It was
an extremely enriching experience. I did not anticipate that
this calling required me to be quite immersed with the local
Chinese community. Teaching the youth spiritual knowledge
is more than just teaching, I ended up becoming their personal
friend. Being their personal friend, I ended up being involved
with their families and the community that they lived in. I
visited them from time to time, having meals together, helping
them in their takeaway businesses, going for outings during
summer time, etc.

During the second year of my PhD, I was asked to serve
in the Student Fellowship Committee as the Evangelism
Coordinator. There were 5 of us in the committee and Martin
LEE was the chairperson. Interestingly, I am currently
also serving on the committee of Evangelism Discipleship
Department of my church. Besides serving in the Student
Fellowship Committee, I also worked with Martin to organise
the Easter Conference for 1992. It was really great fun
working together.

In my final year of PhD, I took over Martin as the
Chairperson of the Student Fellowship Committee.
Concurrently, [ was also elected as a deacon of the Sheffield
Chinese Christian Church. My five-year stay in Sheffield
transformed me from a new born babe in Christ to a person
that actually undertook spiritual leadership roles. It could
not have happened if not because of His grace and His plan
for me. According to His purpose, He drew people like SZE

cifndthe glow whichthew gavest me J have giver
Them;

) may
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one; andThdal the weld may Kuow That Thow hast serid

Tiam Lin, Martin LEE and many others into my life to shape
me and sharpen me. Currently, [ am serving in the Golden Age
Fellowship committee of my church, looking after training.

My time with the Sheffield Chinese Christian Church,
however, was notalways rosy. During my final year, i.e. the year
that I served as deacon, the church council was having some
difficulties with the church worker and it created immense
tensions amongst the council members. The issues were
complex and it really wore us down emotionally. I can only
confess that we were not careful enough to guard ourselves
against handling differences.

John 17:22-23 (KJV)

If given a chance to go through it again, I would like to
be reminded of our Lord’s prayer in John 17:22-23 (K]JV),
“And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that
they may be one, even as we are one; [ in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast
loved me.” As many as are called into His eternal blessing,
let’s be diligent to seck unity based on His gospel truth; more
so even in the turbulent times as we witness the global events
unfolding in a manner according to the scriptures and that we
know the return of our Lord is not too far away.
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Period in Sheffield: 1985 - 1986

THANKYOU, SCCF

Imost a three-hour ride, my highway bus from

London finally turned off from the Motorway

M1 onto Sheffield Parkway. I was excited to see

the place where I was going to stay for a year.
My firstimpression of Shefficld was its run-down and blackened
industrial buildings on both sides of the Parkway. Quietly,
I said to myself, “Oh no! Am I going to stay in such a place for
the coming year?”

Itwas late Augustin 1985, 35 years ago. The bus arrived
at the bus terminal. When I got off, a couple of familiar faces
were already there waiting for me. I was so relieved. Brother
Simon YIU and his wife, whom I grew up with at the same
church in Hong Kong, provided me with tremendous help and
guidance throughout the year. I couldn’timagine what I might
have suffered without them!

I was in my mid-twenties and it was my first time away
from home alone. I was bad at making decisions and might
also be over anxious. In my mind, I often worried that there
were new problems and surprises waiting for me day after day!

I was so blessed to have been introduced to the Sheffield
Chinese Christian Fellowship (SCCF) and it quickly became
my spiritual home. Brothers and sisters welcomed me warmly.
I was embraced by their open arms, help and support. There
were two things that stuck in my memory.

Atthattime, Cantonese Sunday worship at SCCFwas held
in the afternoon. There were many young kids, maybe around
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fifteen of them. I'was invited and participated in teaching the
kids Chinese. Itwas avery enjoyable time with them. We had
lots of happy moments and fun together. During the Chinese
New Year, we celebrated together with festive decorations,
food and games. Those were very memorable moments even
though ['was far far away from home.

In the second term of my study, I intended to move out
from the dormitory and was glad to be accepted to stay at
the Fellowship Centre at Watson Road, sharing a house with
another four to five guys for the following eight months. My
room was on the second floor. We were responsible for taking
care of the Fellowship Centre including regular cleaning.

At the Fellowship Centre, each of us took turns to cook
dinner. Uncles and aunties in church kindly did the shopping
and delivered boxes of frozen chicken as well as vegetables to
us regularly. Instead of cooking the same dishes day after day
with the same ingredients, we all tried our very best to cook
creatively. Since I had never cooked before, itwas indeed a big
challenge for me. I'have to thank my housemates for tolerating
my bad cooking skills for so many months. I'had the chance
to experience new things and that was another blessing to me.

When I am writing this, many fond memories are pouring

out. Even though I only had a short time with you all, that
period of time became a very important part of my life.

Thank you, SCCF.
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Period in Sheffield: 1982 - 1983
WE LOVE BECAUSE GOD FIRST LOVED US

e moved from London to a small town Royston near Barnsley in

1980. In the beginning, we went to a local church to attend their

English services, but because we were not used to its charismatic

style of worship, we changed to attend the Sheffield Chinese
Christian Fellowship (SCCF) meetings. The SCCF meeting venue was quite far away
and we had to change buses twice. However, the brothers and sisters there were very
loving, and brother Chi Shing or brother Patrick would insist on driving us home
every time, until Chun Ming obtained his driving licence. We were very thankful, and
in SCCF we had learnt a lesson of how to show love.

Although we stayed in Sheffield for only a year before we moved again to Kent,
the experience of love and sharing with brothers and sisters in Sheffield was forever
unforgettable. The friendship we shared and the love the Sunday School teachers
had towards the kids moved us deeply. In 2005, my daughter, Kezia, got married
with Richard in Taiwan, Mr. and Mrs. TAM flew all the way from England to attend
the wedding. We were really thankful to God and to their loving support for us.

e love hecause

May God continue to bless the Sheffield Church.

(1 John 4:19)
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Period in Sheffield: 1991 - 1994

or various reasons, | stopped going to church in Hong Kong before

my arrival at Tapton Hall of the Sheffield University as a late-comer

undergraduate student in September 1991. Experiencing culture shock,

missing my family in Hong Kong, and having trouble with various English
accents in Sheffield had made my life a misery.

As a Sunday church goer in St. Mark’s church did not help to quench my desire
to seek God; but the warmth and enthusiasm of brothers and sisters from SCCC
did; in particular Grace PANG, who was a former colleague I rarely had any contact
with in Hong Kong. Nevertheless, God had His purpose for me in SCCC, as He
had made me a Sunday service interpreter, a Chinese language teacher for the kids
there, and a Moor Oaks-er learning how to serve others. Praise the Lord, I learned
to make springrolls; and had roasted a duck for festival celebrations at church, baked
a banana loaf, some scones with sultanas, and made a cheesecake and a trifle with
custard and almond flakes that turned out to be Rev. LO KK’s favourite. My time
in Sheffield was full of fond memories such as having Bible studies at Raymond and
Ivy’s home twice a month, learning how to fix a meal for the group and lead Bible
study with a partner. The wording on a wooden placard in their dining room that
read “A family that prays together stays together” was forever imprinted on the tablet
of my heart.

The Sunday afternoon house fellowship at the homes of Rev LO KK’s, Pang and
Grace’s, and Martin and Christina’s had also been a delight to my soul on a foreign
land. Moreover, the big group church gathering on every other Tuesday and the
annual Easter Conference had also deepened my understanding of the Word and
what church life was all about as a Christian. I will never forget the other SCCC
angels: Mr. and Mrs. TAM, Irene and Uncle SHUM, Lai Ha and Hoi San, Mr. and
Mrs. TSOI, Gillian GOH, Emily from Singapore and Billy from Sabah... just to name
afew.

Hallelujah, glory to God in the highest!
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Period in Sheffield: 1974 - 1977

came to Sheffield University in 1974 and finished my study in 1977. Although
I I went back to visit Sheffield and the Fellowship/Church a couple of times since

then, it is still not easy for me to recall my time in Sheffield.

I accepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour when I was still at a fairly young age,
years before I went to Swindon, then Sheffield, to further my studies. I cannot
recall how, but was very happy and thankful to the Lord that I was introduced to the
Sheffield Chinese Christian Fellowship (SCCF) soon after my arrival in Sheffield.
I could vaguely recall that I helped organize and participate with SCCF brothers
and sisters in regular visits to take-away Cantonese-speaking food shop owners/
workers as well as outreach gathering nights for university and polytechnic students.
We shared with them the Good News and got to know overseas students who were
Christians. Since I was a long-time choir member and the conductor of my church
choir in Hong Kong before [ went to England, I often shared with SCCF brothers
and sisters and friends new gospel songs from time to time at fellowship meetings
and Sunday school classes. For me, singing to the Lord brought me peace of mind
and happiness. | felt I was at heart not alone in outreach visits. The singing also
gave me the strength to keep on doing the outreach visits, notwithstanding that
was (and still am) a somewhat shy person and did/do not particularly like to interact
with strangers.

I was elected the Chairman of SCCF in my second or third year in Sheffield.
In that year, and after a lot of praying to seek His guidance, we took a bold step in
faith and decided to buy the house at 12 Watson Road to serve as a place for SCCF
brothers and sisters to mingle as well as for fellowship meetings. The upstairs rooms
were “rented” out to Christian students to, inter alia, help to pay for the loan.

I am thankful to the Lord for this wonderful opportunity to serve Him in
Sheffield. I am glad SCCF has since developed into Sheffield Chinese Christian

Church (SCCC). 1 pray that God will continue to guide and bless the future of

SCCC. Talso pray that SCCC will continue to be the ‘light of Sheffield” and to share
with Chinese in Sheffield the Good News.
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Period in Sheffield: 2003 - 2005

CCC is my first family in Christ. I was attached with

SCCC between November 2003 to December

2005, and got baptised on 11th April 2004 (Easter

Sunday!). Time spent with sisters and brothers, no
matter in church or at Watson Road, became the sweetest
memory I had while I was in the UK. The Bible study session
with Pastor Chee Beng, the care group dinner preparation time
at Watson Road every Friday, the fellowship time after church
every Sunday, these quality times have formed my church life in
my early growth as a new Christian. God has given me a family
oflove! I'still remember the “car talk” in Aunty Ruth’s car when
she sent me home after care group every Friday. Her sharing
and words of encouragement about Jesus still resonate with me
after I left the UK.

I am grateful for the loving people of God in SCCC. The
memory pictures of Pastor Chee Beng teaching on the word of
God, Aunty Ruth’s sharing about Christ, the act of love from
Pastor CB’s wife, the service of sisters and brothers in church
who cook in the kitchen, put up flowers in the vase, driving the
van, teaching Sundayschool, etc, have allimprinted in my mind.
Itisabeautiful picture of people from different nations serving
the Lord together as a body of Christ, for the glory of God.
This picture has impacted me greatly while I was a university
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student, that later | engaged in serving the university students
for nine consecutive years before God called me to enter full
time. As an advisor for student Christian Fellowship, I have
seen the beauty of an inter-denomination group of Christian
students unite as one for a mission (Matthew 28:19-20) in
the campus.

Today, as a pastor’s wife and a full time worker in church,
I see the same picture in my church with people from different
nations (Malaysia, China, Korea, HK, etc.) and realised how
God build His church with “one body and one Spirit”, and
“grow and built itself up in love™ (Ephesians 4: 1-16). As
God’s people, let us continue to run the race and pursue the
true “church” who shine for Him in our community. May God
continue to use SCCC as the light of truth in the city!

P.S.: I met my husband, THAM Ren Yee, in summer 2005
when he came for 3-month studies. We got in touch again in
2007 when we attended our fellow SCCC brother Zenas and
sister Le Hui’s wedding. We got married in September 2010.
God called us into full time ministry in 2015. We are currently
serving in a Chinese church in Penang, Malaysia. To count the
blessings, there are many more! Thank you, Abba Father. To
God be the glory!
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was invited to the SCCC on my 10th week in Sheffield.
As I sat through the service I was touched by His words
reminding me that He is with me and I do not have to
worry about things. All the various challenges in my
studies seem to just go away. The sincerity and hospitality
of brothers and sisters really made me feel welcome and 1

decided this is where I want to spend my church life while I am
in Sheffield.

Time passed quickly and the 1995 Easter Conference was
chaired by Sheffield.  was approached to chair this conference.
Itwas my final year and there was work and thesis that I needed
to prepare and submitstraight after Easter. But I was reminded
every step of the way of Prov. 3:5-6. “Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not on your understanding, in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight™.

Ireally thank God for His grace and we were able to gather
a group of brothers and sisters to rise to the challenge of this
conference. The unthinkable was to cook for 175 people in
one seating! Our catering team led by Samuel WONG and
Amelia TSOI (happily married now) completed the task with
flying colours. As I reflect back on how God had provided for
all our needs, it was indeed a wonderful time for all and I give
all glory to God.

As I was writing this short testimony, I realise God uses
all of us even though we are not worthy. SCCC is a very special
church, it is a lighthouse drawing students from all over the
world who will come to this place to encounter God and serve
Him in whatever small way as long as they are willing to be
used by Him. After the stay they will return home and share
the blessing they received in Sheffield with others.

I would never have imagined serving God in SCCC as it
was never in my plan. Yetit was His plan to place me in SCCC,

where I truly learnt the meaning of being welcomed and loved
by alocal church community.

To God Be the Glory!
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Period in Sheffield: 1992 - 1995
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Period in Sheffield: 1975 - 1978, 1982 - 1993

became a Christian in 1970 and was eager to tell others

about Christ. God brought me to Sheffield twice and

gave me the opportunity to learn to serve Him alongside

many matured Christians. Their faith and lifestyle had
lefta permanent influence on me.

Throughout the history of the fellowship/church, the
lack of manpower and resources were the main problems.
However, God used the willing to bring blessings to many.
Many brothers and sisters were united in prayers and were
committed to serve God. They learned to lead Bible studies,
conduct prayer meetings/worship services, visit takeaway
shops, teach Sunday School and to translate for meetings/
preaching. God provided new Christian students year after
year to serve. He also brought in pastoral helpers, Bible
scholars and teachers, and mature Christians to help.

During the transformation from fellowship to church
(1989 - 1991), brothers and sisters were united spiritually,
mentally and physically to solve problems: drafting and
passing the constitution, engaging a pastor, and seeking for
church premises. In drafting the constitution, references
were made to some of the constitutions of various churches.
Several rounds of discussions with the Resident Fellowship
and Student Fellowship, both separately and collectively,
were held. Carefully considerations were given to the church
governing structure, and the possible pitfalls with safeguards
put in place. Robert TEH, Martin LEE, YIU Sai Man, TAM
Tsang Po, Jacob TSANG, Raymond HENG, and Esther WU
were the driving characters (with me tagging and translating
along) for such work. At the end, the constitution was passed
ata General Meeting, and SCCC was officially inaugurated in
1989. God blessed us abundantly when we were united.
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The next challenge was to find suitable premises for the
growing size of both the resident and student congregations.
Brother Robert TEH (a research student in architecture in the
Sheffield University) scouted all over the city of Sheffield with
asetofagreed criteria. Two places belonging to the Church of
England: St. Barnabas Church at Highfield (off London Road)
and the vicarage of St. Augustine’s Church at Brocco Bank,
were considered. Due to regulatory and financial reasons,
the possibility of acquiring any of these two properties would
seem remote. However, God answered prayers in an amazing
way. In 1990, the St. Andrew’s Methodist Church at Heeley
learnt about our need, and after much prayer among their
Deacons, they decided to let us have the Heeley Church
building ata price of £110,000 (see the attached open letters).
The worship hall, classrooms, kitchen, heating and other
facilities were all ready for use. SCCC could immediately start
using the church without the need for any major renovation.
Praise God for His providence.

In the eighties and nineties, leaders had a general
consensus of developing the local permanent residents, and
their next generation, as church leaders. Efforts were made to
encourage the takeaway people to take leading roles. Praise
the Lord for He had enabled a few takeaway people as leaders.

In Sheffield, I was often too busy due to: family
commitments, work, church services and helping others. I was
stretched to the limit and at times complained to God. God
taught me how to trust in His providence. His words “Come
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest” (Matt. 11:28). Yes, ‘God’s work done in God’s way will
never lack God’s supply’ (Hudson Taylor).
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Gathering at the home of Mr. Bill Brookes, Advisor of SCCF, 1954
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SCCF Meeting at Watson Road, 1977 Birthday celebration for sister LEE Sau Ching afier Wednesday Bible Study, 1983
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‘Dear Brother/Simtsr- in-Christ,

In 1976, by the groce of God and with gifts from members and friends,
the then Sheffield Chiness Christian Fellowship (SCCF) was able to
purchase the present Church Centre st 12 Watson Hoad. Sinoe then, it
has been used to house fellowship meetings, Sunday School classes and
many other activities. In 1986, the Church Centre was renovated at a
cost of about 12,000 in order to provide sdditional classrooms in the
basemont and improve living conditions for house meabers as well as
other purposes, ob the understending that we would begin to leck for
alternative premises within 1-2 years.

Since then, the SCCF has been established as the BSCCC, Throughout
thene yoars, God has wonderfully met our needs. He hag provided us
with faithful ministers of the Gospel and blessed us in the incresse
of belisvers and built us up in our fellowship and worship together.
We have known for some time that the present Church Contre is
inadequate for our oeeds and is hindering our growth. For instanos,
for our bilingual Sunday warship services, we have had to rent a hall
in Bt Mark's Church while our Student Fellowship meetings on Saturdnys
at the Centre are becoming very crowded. Moreover, our Bunday Bchool
is unable to expand due to the lack of classrooms whiles the Youth
Group must meet elsewhere at present,

In December 1988, our planning application to change the use of 12
Watson Road into a religicus meeting place was turned dowm. He take
this to be & confirmstion from the LORD that wve must find bigder
premises. We are appenling againet this decision in order to use the
time while thin appeal im being considered to seek and purchase a new
Church Centre. At the Church OGM on 20 Hovember 1988, we decided that
a now Church Centre of at least 600 m2 of floor area will mest our
requiremssnts for the next decsds or so.

We believe that it is Ood's will that we should make fineancial
provikion for the new SCCC Church Centre, whethor it is & oew building
or M renovatsd oxisting building. The cost of a mew Centre would ba
considerable; = figure of about p300,000 is a reasonable eotimate.

e present property at 12 Watson Road was valued in March 1980 at
75,000 Our  Church Building Fund at the end of February 1850 wan
10.0&1 We believe that about half of the remaining sum, i.m. at

ast 100,000, must ba raised within a very short period ms that we
oan  make real progresa in acquiring new premises. He anlso belisve
that the direct freewill offering of God's people is the way that we
should follow. Our giving is part of our discipleship and shows our
love for our Lord Jesus Christ for all his loving kindness to us.

In order to ensure that our present commitment to evangelism and
discipleship and other functions of the SBCCC will not be adversely
affected, we are firmly convinced that we shall resch this target only
by truly sacrificial giving, over and above cur normal tithing.

There are several ways in which you may give to the BCCC Church

Building Fund, You may be able to give in more than one way. Hers
are the possibilities:

IHCREASED OFFERING TO THE 5CCC CHURCH BUILDING FUMD.
simply increasing the amount that you give each week to the
Church Building Fund. The offering collected every dth Sundny im
Church Bullding Fund.
nvailable if you wish to direct your gifts on othor days to the
The Offering Box in the Church Centre is alsc set
aside for this purpose.

COVENANTED GIVING.

channelled into

im to give a fixed sum of money to the
S0CC  Church Building Fund regularly by desd of covenant through
If you are a UK taxpayer,
able to recover your baslo rate tex as well.
unit of Bi0 covenanted and given woekly will vield approximaiely
One hundred and forty such units will provida
’ the SCCC Building Fund.
those who oad do so will give one or sore units in this way.

the SCCC will be

700 r__yoar.

about 'Emo,om for We hope that all
may almo direct your freewill offering to the
Church Bullding Fund by cheques,
UK as from 1 April 1990,
recover the bamic rate tax from your coe=off gift,
it is st least 600 and the mmount claimed is lows than the tax
you have paid for the year in which the gift vas made.
are a higher rate tax paver.
For instance, if you are a 40% toax-
be Church can claim basic rate tax of £2,500 so that
You can then olaim tax relief for
D:gluh in the difference between higher and

bank drafts ete.
the Church will be able to

you can also claim relief on the

10, 000 in total.
the amount of £1, 800,

basic rate tax om 10,
INTEREST FREE LOANS. If you are able to provide an interest fres
you can also halp. i

ropayable in monthly instalments after two years,
will lessen the financial burden on the SCCC.

after prayerful consideration, you will be able to make
& firm comsitment to contribute towards thes purchese of a new Church
Centre for the SCCC by any of the above means.
hev much you can give, we trust that you would pray with and for us in
our eearch for m now Church Centre.

However, regardless of

Flease fill in and return the accospanyind form to:
Bheffield Chinese Christian Church. 12 Watsen Road, Sheffiold 510 25M,

Hl f you wish to discuse these matters, plasse write in
to the same address or contsct any Church Dea

Council Tressurer,

Council Chairmsn
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Letter to congregation o raise funds to purchase the church building ar Heeley; 1990.
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Sue and Man Hon with Amanda, Alex and Adam
Sue ¥ Man Hon’ flAmanda’ Alex’ Adam

Testiinony of

SUE

SHIEW

Period in Sheffield: 1989 - 1993

i, my name is Sue SHIEW. I lived in Sheffield from
1989 - 1993. I was first there as an MBA student
forayear, and then I got married and gave birth to
my eldest in Sheffield.

I started attending SCCC very soon when I got to
Sheffield. My first encounter with a SCCC member was when |
arrived at the student office with my big luggage and someone
from the church met me there. ['was invited to go to church not
long after that. I was very relieved and delighted to find a home
away from home. The SCCC family welcomed me with open
arms. [t was a place I found warm fellowship and good food. It
was also a place | felt safe, and made many good friends whom
I stay in touch with till today.

I got baptized in SCCC, so it holds a very special place in
my heart. I served in the worship ministry and hosted a care
group in my house. My husband Manhon too was baptized
together with me and a few others. He moved to Sheffield
after we got married and he too served in various capacities
in church. He was an interpreter for sermons during service.

So many good memories of my time in UK, and SCCC
family have definitely made an impact in my life. It was my
family when I was so far away from home. I am thankful for the
church, and I am glad to see that it continues to grow and be a
blessing to the Chinese community in Sheffield.
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Period in Sheffield: 1987 - 1988

122 JiIMMY SHIU

1987...sick in bed, cold and feeling desolate, too tired to make dinner...someone knocked on my
window and squeezed in a hot bowl of fried rice...with a pair of chopsticks. The heart-melter was my
neighbour Michael LAIL

The nine months I spent in Sheffield brought me lasting friendships, a master’s degree, my first fish
and chips, a baking success (with coaching by Jessie TEH!)...There was also an amazing spiritual journey.

Shortly after I arrived in Sheffield, my new friend Kenneth CHUNG and I decided to visit SCCF. We
were greeted by Robert TEH. In a stern demeanor, he asked me: “how long have you been a Christian?”
It sounded ‘direct’. A few weeks later, it was more shocking when he asked Kenneth and [ to lead an
EBS group.

Thank God for giving us the courage to take on the challenge, a nerve-wracking experience for
me. It turned out that seven or eight people (including Michael) had dedicatedly joined in. The intensive
evening sessions seldom ended before 11 pm. To us, it was a transforming experience studying through
Mark’s gospel. I daringly asked if the new converts and spiritually-revived ones would like to get baptised.
Everyone was thrilled!

Itwas an exciting, touching and memorable time in a nearby church, with a packed congregation, lots
of flowers, cheers and smiling faces. Pastor Jacob TSANG baptised fifteen brothers and sisters including
members of other Bible studies, students and locals who jubilantly joined the sacrament.

This SCCF experience brought me a bonus chapter. A few years later in my workplace in HK,
[ organised another EBS with a teammate. Seven colleagues had subsequently accepted Christ!

I am grateful to God and all at SCCF (btw, glad to be there at the meeting which founded SCCC!)
for bringing me the golden days and life-changing time in Sheffield.
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ooking back over 30 years ago, I was trembling in

accepting the nomination to become a deacon in

the first SCCC church council as a treasurer. [ was

worried at that time, not knowing if I was able to
cope with such an important role. I had no confidence at all.
| worried that I will fall short of God’s glory, should I make a
bad job of it.

I was focusing only on my own weaknesses and
shortcomings then. I have undermined God’s work on

me. Through earnest prayers, God reminded me through
his words;

SJesus weplied,
“CQUU hal’s impossible wilh men
.M/MWM W"Luke 18:27
g can do evoujthing
Ucugh Ff im whe

Philippians 4:13
Yes, just like that, I live with faith, and continue

to experience God’s great presence. The difficulties I
encountered in the ministry, such as the use of computers

124 |RENE SHUM

Period in Sheffield: since 1978

to deal with church finance, accounts, budgets and reports,
etc., [ have full support of brothers and sisters, as well as the
encouragement and understanding of the deacon team. I also
experienced the compassion, support and tolerance of my
family, who walked with me, prayed for me and served together
in unity. Glory be to the Lord.

Having served in the church for many years, I found the
most important thing in dealing with church affairs is to have
spiritual insight. We have to take God’s entrustment seriously
with a sincere attitude. Fear God and always put his will first.

The most memorable testimony was the purchase of the
church building 30 years ago, when brothers and sisters were
all praying earnestly in unity. On top of donating money to the
church, they were also donating gold ornaments, providing
interest-free loans, holding fund-raising events at the city
centre, and so on. The church debt was soon paid off. This is
such a good testimony, in God all things are possible.

When St. Andrew’s Methodist Church was selling to
SCCC, they have also made their decision from a spiritual
viewpoint- God’s will comes first. Their deacons and members
wanted the church to remain a place of worship, so they were
willing to sell it to SCCC at a price lower than market value.

This is an amazing thing God has done for us. Therefore,
we should love and take good care of our church building.
God has used this building to bless many in the Sheffield
community, Bethany Christian School, foreign students, local
Chinese...etc. in the past and present. May SCCC continue to
shine for the Lord, Amen.
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SARAH

ESTHER

SHUM * NG wsoum

Period in Sheffield: Sarah-since 1978, Esther-1982 - 2001

We thank God for the Sheffield Chinese Christian Church

he Sheffield Chinese Christian Church occupies

a unique place in our lives; it’s not just a physical

location, but more importantly, it’s the community

and family from which we originated. Both of our
parents, respectively, joined this community when we were
very young, and so we have many early memories of Watson
Road, St. Mark’s Church (before we purchased the Methodist
Church building at Ann’s Road), and also Cliff College
(where the Easter Conferences for the Chinese Fellowships/
Churches in North England were held). In each of these places,
we remember warmth and laughter, shared joy and tears, love
and kindness; and the many faces of the people we have met
and known.

Over the years, this is the “spiritual family” (of fathers
and mothers, uncles and aunties, brothers and sisters) that has
nurtured us. There are also many deep friendships, including
our own, that have remained strong. We consider them as
both personal gifts from God, and also gifts for the Church
as we served together in worship, the children’s and youth
ministries, and other areas behind the scenes.

/e Thank
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Teens Of Prayer In Christ (T.O.P.1.C.): We remember
the high energy levels of the young people (we were also one
of them!). We remember the fun and laughter and food (lots
of it!), alongside the teaching and learning. We remember
playing music and worshipping together. We remember
being challenged to learn and create new things together.
We remember watching them grow from young children to
teens to young adults... and now a number of them have their
own families.

It has been such a great honour for both of us to have
served the children and young people: for Esther, as a youth
leader in T.O.P.1.C. and for Sarah, as a teacher and coordinator
for Sunday School and later, as aleader in T.O.P.I.C.

When we reflect on these times, we are in wonder at
how God brings people of such varied backgrounds to work
together towards His good purpose, even if but for a season.
It is fascinating to hear each person’s story and journey, and
look forward to their next chapter, wherever they may go. Our
prayer is that you too will hear God’s voice in your life and
trust Him more and more each day.
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Period in Sheffield: 1988 - 1990

BaEs: | =Y
=< = |
i = Pictures speak a thousand stories
e -:,_ '
: 1 3 But the greatest story is...
a ' l T
- i 1 God’s faithfulness & goodness!

Praise the Lord for the wonderful times of knowing many

= : '_ < Chinese students who are Christians in Sheffield.
Yy >
E_ \ . I'was blessed in a Bible study group led by Robert & Jessie
‘x k- TEH. A small family, yet part of God’s big family.

S7EHrek Ty

- (Civil & Structural Engineering, 1988 - 1990)

b /

Entrance of 86 Harcourt Road-
home to many students

86 Harcourt Road 2R % 24 /)=

N

L _' )1 B __'_j I' N :‘.'Q
BBQ Fellowship outside the Student Fellowship Centre

(Watson Road) 1989
REAEERA: [H L (Watson Road)yMNeEks

Celebrating Christina PHANG's Birthday
at Hing’s residence (1990)
1 BE I JE P B A 52 R R H

128 SZE HOCK THONG
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Seedfot Th
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-

Fellowship at Pastor John WAITEs residence (1989)
1£John WAITE iz b @2

Residents of 86 Harcourt Road (1989)
where Hing was a regular guest

86 Harcourt BIEFT (BHZFE)
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Period in Sheffield: 1979 - 2008

Firstof all, I thank God for giving me this opportunity to
count God’s blessings.

Almost ayear after [ arrived in England, through reading
a book called Battle of Armageddon, God enlightened me
and called on me to believe in Him. To me this is the greatest
blessing. At that time I did not understand Trinity, the
redemption of Jesus, and the forgiveness of sins. It was later
through the nurturing ministry of the Fellowship (SCCF),
the sharing and testimonies of brothers and sisters, my

—Q‘Eﬂir—é’ Sy
pEL JES WH

TESHIEMITE(R: 1979 - 2008

e R e 2 (1 o S R R i o

FERACHBI R B — 4 R — R A <TAK SR
K> 1978 » SRR R TR L T K
TR = B EU - IBGRAO RO TR 5%
R AR IS (SCCR) R 7~ 35 bk 10 7752 5L
=N TN T W EE AT

SOFERATRZ AR AT ~ BN ~ F5 A PG He () 22 A A

B & > 207 B2 > B ST E AT B o 111989
PR PRAL 2 G o AR MR STUR A= A LR R

130 TAM LO YEE LING

personal devotions, and reading of the Bible, that I began to
understand more.

In the 1980s, many students from Hong Kong, Singapore
and Malaysia came to England to study and joined the
Fellowship, where they established close relationships with us
in the Lord. With them, the Fellowship progressed to form a
church in 1989. Afterwards they gradually returned to their
places of origin, and some immigrated to Canada. Even so,
every time we returned to Hong Kong to visit relatives, we met
with the returnees there. We sometimes joined their monthly
SCCC Alumni Fellowship meetings, which started soon after
they returned to Hong Kong. Many of them actually came to
know Christ and were baptised in SCCC.

Until now, because of the convenience of information
technology, we can communicate with one another on the
Internet. Throughout England, Hong Kong, Canada, Malaysia,
Singapore, and other places, we can share encouragement and
exhortations. This is also God’s blessing, His faithfulness, and
loving kindness. Thanks be to God.

Attached are some of the photos we took in 1998, 2015,
and 2016 in Hong Kong.

FIINEAR > BELRANIE TR IR B A & B
i © A I & B B th M H — R & 5 e R AT
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o SRR SR o fa th R A R F BRI 2655 JERE b o
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Period in Sheffield: 1975 - 2008

132 TAM TSANG PO

hen I received a call from a brother asking me
to share and count God’s blessings, I did not
really know where to start, as God’s blessings
were so many.

I came to England to work in a kitchen in May 1975
as a result of the introduction by a friend. I was a complete
stranger, with no friends or relatives, and had language
hindrance. I could not get used to such an environment and
I had thought of returning home. By coincidence, someone
invited me to Sunday school. There were Christian believers.
[ felt that people with faith were very different. This drove
me to seek more, and therefore I joined a Bible study group.
One year later, I was baptized and became a Christian. My
life was changed, as I have faith, hope and love. Some of my
friends were watching, and they also felt that Christians were
different. I thank God because the application for my wife
and two children to come to join me went smoothly. After
their arrival, I and my wife joined the Bible study group
together. Soon afterwards, my wife also accepted Christ and
was baptized.

December “78, I was admitted into a hospital because
of appendicitis. Many brothers and sisters came to visit me.
A week later, I was transferred to another hospital, and I
thought it was for a surgery to remove my appendix. In the
end the surgery was not carried out. The doctor stitched up
the opening for some reasons. I recovered some time later.
In my takeaway shop, there were accidents such as fire, water
pipe burst and flooding. These seemed unfortunate, but
God’s grace is sufficient for me. Subsequently, He gave me a
better shop.

Regarding services, from a small fellowship to an
established church, and later on, the Chinese Restaurant
Evangelism Fellowship ministry; I participated in some
small ways, only wished to extend God’s family and proclaim
His name. These were nothing in comparison to the many
blessings that God had given me. I'had not reached retirement
age. Since the Landlord of my shop did not want to renew
the lease, I was forced to retire early. However, in the same
year, my youngest daughter graduated from the university, so
I had no further financial burden. Eighteen years have now
passed, and I have seen many uncountable blessings from
God. Hallelujah!
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aLGene TAN

Period in Sheffield: 2002 - 2005

My Life in SCCC

started attending SCCC in 2002 and left in 2005 upon

my graduation from the University of Sheffield. I had a

difficult time deciding which church to attend at first, but

SCCC reminded me of my home church in Malaysia, and
so I remained in SCCC during my time in Sheffield.

It took me a while to fit into SCCC, as I did not know
Mandarin and could only speak English, but I could not blend
in with the English-speaking and the Mandarin-speaking
students. It was only in 2003 that I could find people in the
church that I could relate with.

Since then I was actively serving in the Student’s
Fellowship, the Sunday School Ministry and the Worship
Ministry. In 2003, I was elected as the Vice President of the
Student’s Fellowship and then in 2004, I was elected as the
President - and that was where I got to pick up skills that have
helped me now in my personal, professional and spiritual life,

such as organizing events, preaching and sharing the Good
News and even cooking for large crowds only with available
ingredients in the kitchen (like the Masterchef competitions
onTV!).

Most importantly, the church was also a safe place for me
to learn from my mistakes, forge lifelong friendships, to learn
to love God’s Word and to learn to be a fervent disciple for
Him.

Largely due to my experience in SCCC, I returned to my
home church in Malaysia and helped establish ayoung working
adults’ ministry that has now evolved into a cell group-focused
ministry.

I do hope to visit SCCC once again, as I have not returned
since 2005. My advice to all SCCC members is to live your life
worthy of God’s calling and put God first in all you do.

Algene TAN in Student Fellowship (front row, 3rd from right)
R LB P RIBER A AT =)
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Period in Sheffield: 1985 - 1992

e write this short testimony on our 40th
wedding anniversary. Our journey began
in Manchester in 1980. In January of that
fateful year, Jessie started attending the then
Manchester Chinese Christian Fellowship. Robert quickly
followed. Both of us then heard the gospel and accepted Jesus
into our lives as Lord and Saviour at the Good Friday service
in April. We were both baptised in June and were married in
September. Ithas now been forty years — a biblical generation.

We then returned to Singapore and Benjamin was born
in March 1985. When he was six months old, we went to
Sheffield where Deborah was born in June 1988. Both our
children were raised in Singapore until we emigrated to New
Zealand in 2002. Both Benjamin and Deborah now work
and live in Auckland. Lou is Benjamin’s girlfriend. Deborah
married Sam in 2017. Last year, Margot, our first grandchild,
was born.

Altogether, we spent 10-11 years in the UK. These
were perhaps the most memorable days of our lives. We
came to know many brothers and sisters in both Manchester
and Sheffield through the MCCF and the SCCF. We fondly
remember the many Easter conferences, church services,
potluck fellowship dinners, cell group meetings, day trips
and other joyous occasions. Even committee meetings were
wonderful occasions as we learnt to serve with one other in the
LORD’s work. We especially benefited from the humble and
faithful examples of God’s servants at both Manchester and
Sheffield. Many of them have remained very dear to us over
the years. The love, joy and peace we experienced was like a
continuous flow of a never-ending stream of goodness from
the LORD. Sometimes however, we do get the people and the
events between MCCF and SCCF mixed up!

Looking back, it is fascinating how the LORD has
continued to bless our family. Despite the cold winters,
Robert’s parents especially enjoyed their holidays in Sheftield
because they were very close to both Benjamin and Deborah,
their first grandchildren. They also enjoyed the warm
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fellowship with the people of God at SCCF. Now both of us
realise how grandchildren are such a precious blessing from
the LORD. While Singapore will continue to be our winter
home for the next few years, we are spending more time in
Auckland now because we enjoy grandparenting Margot.

%Wm@mmmﬂﬂ’
c&@a%;%mﬁwmmg
““The Lord, The Lord, The
compasdicnale and gracicus
gw¢ékwﬁhwngabwmde
inv love and faithfuiness,
maviritaining love To Thousands,
and forgiving wickedness,
7deaumdunfydM0dwa
ne? leave The quilly unpunished;
he punishes The childhen and
Thein chitdhen fovThe sin of
The panerits U6 The Thind
and fowill generdlion.”

Exodus 34:6-7 (NIV)

Beginning with our parents, the LORD has indeed been
compassionate and gracious to our family through to our
fourth generation. Shalom.

TEFHIERITE(: 1985 - 1992
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The TEH family, Auckland NZ July 2020 [L-R: Lou, Benjamin,
Robert, Jessie, Deborah, Margot, Sam]
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Period in Sheffield: 1976 - 1980

t has been forty years since [ left Sheffield, but the memories of this trying, yet
rewarding and blessed journey, especially my friendship with Sheila Mo, my best

friend from Hong Kong, will always be ingrained in my mind.

When [ first arrived at Sheffield in 1976, I was assigned to live in the Post-
graduate Annex of the now demolished Sorby Hall, a male residence Hall. I shared a
dorm room with a Brazilian girl, the only other girl in the complex, who could hardly
speak English. In the Department, most of my colleagues were British, and there
were only three female students in my program. ['had no friends, and I feltalienated
and lonely.

Then one day, God sent Sheila to me. I'was flabbergasted when she came to visit
me. Before she departed, she invited me to go to the Sheffield Chinese Christian
Fellowship. I'was reluctant to accept her invitation because while I went to a Church
of England school, I was raised in a Catholic family. But Sheila’s friendship finally
won me over, and I joined the Fellowship. Since then, my faith took a sharp turn,
and I started to realize that saying the Hail Mary prayer would not get me to heaven.
Instead, I have to accept Christ as my personal saviour and follow him. Even life
throws usa curveball, God’s grace is sufficient for us. With God’s unwavering divine
providence and Sheila’s sisterly love and encouragement, I left the Catholic Church.
Although Sheila is now with God, I still fondly remember her laughter, cheering me
on at every turn of my life. I thank God for not only saving me, a wretched sinner,
butalso providing me this beautiful friendship, to help me to grow in Him, ata time
when I needed it most.
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heffield Chinese Christian Church brings back many people and memories.
S I attended SCCC sometime between 1978 until 1996 when I left the UK,
though I was away for a few years in between.

I came to SCCC through Mr. CHAN Hoi Sang who visited us on one of their
regular home visitations. What a pleasant surprise when Mr. CHAN and another
individual knocked on the door one day, extending a warm invitation to SCCC. Mr.
CHAN began taking my mother, sister and myself to church. Through him and
others at SCCC, our family was brought back to God and to lead a life of fellowship
and blessings.

We formed lasting friendships with many brothers and sisters-in-Christ, my
sister and I became friends with Mr. CHAN’s children (we still contact each other
now and again), my father responded to God’s calling to go into ministry, all of us
actively served in various capacities at church. In the earlier days, Watson Road was
aplace of fellowship and fun, it was a place of refreshments after worship on Sundays
(taking place in the nearby St. Mark’s Church) and I often borrowed books from the
library each week. It was a place for Bible studies and workshops, celebrations and
numerous dinners, the sounds of cooking and the laughter of fellowship mingling
in the kitchen and even a classical guitar class for our youth fellowship. The church
premises at Anns Road, Heeley: the sun shone through the windows during worship,
the majestic organ, the soft carpets and the rich dark wood of the benches in worship
hall and the sound of singing rising upwards as a fragrant offering.

The Lord has watched over SCCC through the storms and difficulties, and it is
He who will continue to prosper the church, as long as we remain faithful and walk
according to His Word.
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TSOI FUNG SR B2 R

HING CHI

Period in Sheffield: 1931 - 1994 EHIERIELD: 1981 - 1994
thank the Lord for bringing my whole family to the Sheffield Chinese Christian Church. My two =\ > R R BRI IE ) B G > W8 LR AN AR 5 S > L TR
daughters were baptised and then joined the family of God. God used the hymn “Take up the Cross IDINGERTETR ) 78 B S ORI AR R (BE8R 2) » (R I R 28t BRSO (BAE phar i B )
and Follow Me’ to call my husband (TSOI Kam Chuen) to serve Him full time. He was aware that his T SER TRBEELRE (London Bible College) HY£2 3 » HH7E ¥ & 2L & U #F 5% (Soho) HEEH
English was not good, but with God’s help, he completed his learning at the London Bible College, HE NEERE TAF - % KkAfth X EHounslowHCroydon #» BIRBI A S EZE o
during which he served in the Soho Chinese Christian Church. He also worked in a restaurant at the same
time. Later on, he went to serve in the Croydon Chinese Christian Church in Hounslow. He still had an JEREH 3 s M A B G 75 UK R RIS AE R LA SR 2B kb AT A B0 A R
opportunity to serve after retirement. AR MRZ -
I am thankful for the opportunity for my two daughters to serve in church. During the seven years FESLRA 2 SR FE AR #hRUE 2 » S IR K S W AR BB i A SR 4 Bl EEL/ NI AR 2 » TAE 28 A8
when my husband had Parkinson’s disease, God sent brothers and sisters and loving carers to help. How GNSEEY) B2 ERR RN USRI Bl Be  Beh AR SRR o a3k
wonderful was His grace! fiKen (Kenneth CHUNG) # £ (Louis LAM) iR DIfE K4 (Brian and Corrie TJON) » ##ts

Kt (Richard and Cheryl TSE)~ ME S & R e IR K [F1T
God’s grace was abundantly shown when Mr. and Mrs. SHUM, and Mr. and Mrs. CHAN drove

for seven hours after work to attend the funeral service of my husband, Furthermore, in the memorial PAET N2 22 R Z MR BRI el <o 28 w5 TR g s 2 -
service, student returnees in Hong Kong sent cards, electronic messages, money and even telephone calls BEBNEA ) AEMAMEES REH T A

to show their sympathy and condolence. God gave families such as those of Ken (Kenneth CHUNG),
“The Detective’ (Louis LAM), Brian and Corrie, Richard and Cheryl, and LAM Wai to walk with me.

I have been a Christian for over 60 years, and have tasted God’s many blessings, as cup overflowed.

Itis justas described in the song “Give Thanks’ - “Let the weak say I am strong, let the poor say I am rich™
Life is beautiful. I have to give thanks to God and to the kind and loving people.

WRKBAE AR R EHEEATA

Ll The weak say 3 am Sliong,
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thank God and Lok Sing (PANG) for asking me to share

some memories of Sheffield. I was a (UK) local and my

father owned a restaurant in a small town called Lytham

St. Annes. We would, on some weekends, drive for
around an hour to Manchester Chinatown for dim sum and
also church.

I went to Sheffield Polytechnic to take a one year
professional course, 1983-1984. With SCCF’s help, I settled
down in 747 Ecclesall Road, sharing the house with four
other Christians. I enjoyed the fellowship as it was the first
time [ had lived in a Chinese and Christian environment. The
time in Sheffield was a lifetime unforgettable memory with a
life/death experience!

[ left Sheffield in June 1984. Praise be to God, by
His wonderful provision, I got a job in a bank working in
the London financial centre. In the evening of Friday,
14 December 1984, I went back to Sheffield to join the SCCF
Christmas retreat. In the early morning of the next day
(15 December) at around six o’clock, it was foggy, dark and
wet. We got into our late brother, Ivan’s car, Lok Sing sat in
the front passenger seat, and there were three girls (Susan
WAN, Sheila MO and Katherine ONG) in the back seat.
I was sitting directly behind the driver seat. The passengers
fell asleep after a while. I suddenly heard Ivan make a noise.
As I'looked ahead, I saw a big black wall* in front of us and
suddenly, .... all  knew was that our car was in between four
huge double wheels! I had a few conscious moments. I was
trying to open the car door, but was being pulled out the back
of the car. When I arrived at the hospital, I asked the nurses to
inform 12 Watson Road. I'was asked to sign a form for surgery.
Then a SCCF sister, Jennifer, just came in, and I asked her to
read Psalm 23 for me.

144 SUSAN WAN

SUSAN

WAN

Period in Sheffield: 1983 - 1984

After surgery, a pastor from the Manchester Chinese
Church came and said that two of the people (Ivan CHOW and
Sheila MO) in the car had gone to heaven. I did not register
what he said as I was still under shock and anaesthetic.

I woke up very early the next morning, as I believed God
had the resurrection power to save them, so when I realized
what the pastor had said, I felt very frightened and I was asking
where God was. That afternoon, a Police Officer came to ask
me questions. He said in his over twenty years of professional
experience, this was the most horrible incident he had ever
seen. He mentioned three miracles: 1) three people had
survived because all could have easily perished, 2) the front
seat passenger was still alive and 3) that he was not crippled
frominjury. Afterhe said that, my faith returned and I believed
God was still in control.

| suffered a broken arm with ten stitches, severe back
injury as I could not move the upper part of my body for a few
weeks, and some plastic burntin arms and legs. Apart from the
physical injury, I also suffered from grief and trauma.

In God’s mercy and grace, He subsequently healed my
back in a church service, and set me free from the spirit of
griefand trauma with His powerful words in Romans 8:28 and
2 Corinthians 10:5. I thank God because He is alive; I am now
able to live a normal life and continue to walk upward in this
pilgrimage journey.

* Itwas the base chassis of an overturned lorry, which blocked
all three lanes of the motorway.

“_l]EI'L/L“/T‘T

TESHIERITE(R: 1983 - 1984

=3 7 3 SRR A A L 53 S22 4R T 7 9 S AR JEE
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AEIRIE NIEAAIAE ; SUFEARRNE ? A — K RIE Al 2
COCM WIS E/IMib B EE T EEEA MEAEZ R
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SR PRAZ o (ELAflE S FAIATCVEE ) DRI > ek 5 BE R RO — —
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WEE koK senG

Period in Sheffield: 1988 - 1990

was a new convert when [ went to the UK. In fact, I think
I was regretting having converted. When I eventually
left Singapore (and the Singapore Christian friends who
were persistently bringing me to church), I thought 1
could break away from the bond of Christianity. It was before
the internet age and information were more difficult to access.
I did not know much about UK and Sheffield. To find out about
Christianity in Sheffield was the last thing on my mind.

Kok Seng and Po Poh with MuYan, Ren Chang, Jin Xiang and Yi
Xin at Mt Kinabalu Dec 2019
B EK BT FFMMuYan, Ren Chang, Jin Xiang
and Yi Xin##R AR L

146 WEE KOK SENG

I went to Sheffield and soon after, brother SZE Tiam
Lin presented himself as a fellow Singaporean and warmly
helped me with many matters. While I got away from my
Christian friends in Singapore, God sent brother SZE, whose
friendliness made itimpossible for me to rejecthim. He brought
me to Wycliffe Independent Church and also introduced me to
Sheffield Chinese Christian Church.

Wycliffe Independent Church, Sheffield Chinese
Christian Church and brethren, like brother SZE, became
very important parts of my life. We had in-depth study of the
Bible, we served together, and in turn, were ministered to.
We did life together and thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship.

Today, I count many Sheffielders among my best friends.
One of them even became my wife and together we have
four children. Sheffield continues to bring back very sweet
memories but I realized that it is not the place, it is not the
church. It is the people and the invisible hand of God, whose
love would not and will not let me go, release us from the
bondage of sins and instead bind us to Christ and each other!

57 [E] Ji
N >

TEEHIERITE(: 1988 - 1990
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[y i E|Wycliffe Independent Church » 75/ 443k
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~ WHEELDON

WAI YEE

Period in Sheffield: 1988 - 1990, 1995 - 2008, since 2014

Rless The Lo, (© my soud, and forgdndt oll his benefit

Psalm 103:2

In 1988, I was invited by Pang and Grace to join the
SCCC small Bible study group and was greatly blessed by the
group. We joined SCCC when the children were small and our
children were dedicated by Pastor LO Kuok Keong in 1996.
The children joined the Sunday School and I started to serve
as a deacon in charge of the Education Ministry. I thank God
that SCCC provided a place for me to grow spiritually. During
that time we had many families with young children and the
pastoral care we received was wonderful. Praise the Lord for
all the different ministries. The children grew up and started
playing guitars and bass guitars and sometimes played in
worship.

There was a period of six years when [ left the church
disillusioned, but God is good and brought me back in 2014.
Now after many years, by the grace of God I am back serving
in the Education Department and teaching in the Thursday
Cantonese Bible study.

© Lord, You ane my God, J will exall yow and praise
yowy naume, fo in perfect Jailhfulness youw have done marwellous

Uhings. Things planned long ago.

148 WHEELDON WAI YEE

Isaiah 25: 1
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TESHIERIEFR: 1988 - 1990, 1995 - 2008, 20142
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ALAN

WONG

Period in Sheffield: 1987 - 1996

SCCC’s Faith, Hope & Love

hanks to the Lord for allowing me to witness His

almighty power during my nine years (1987-1996)

stay in Sheffield (Psalms 127:1), during which many

local residents and overseas students, including
me, had accepted Christ, grown in Him and served God under
Sheffield church’s pastoral care. It bred many faithful servants,
hence quite many of them had spread out to other churches or
gone back to their home countries to continue witnessing for
Him and serving Him with what they had been equipped:

taith: God sent many Theological students and mature
Christians at different stages of the church development to
teach & strengthen the faith of brothers & sisters in following
Him wholeheartedly. (Colossians 2:7)

Hope: The Church Council led the believers to seek His
view via fasting, praying and holding retreats, particularly in
the events of forming the church, purchasing premises and
recruiting pastor. (Romans 4:20)

Love: Christian Sheffield-ers had a burning desire to
greet believers and friends through fellowships and cell
groups, taking care of and walking with them, so as to follow
our gracious Lord’s footsteps. (Acts 2:44-47)

May the Lord continue to lead SCCC to glorify His name
& bless many more souls!

150 ALAN WONG
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TEEHIERITE(R: 1987 - 1996
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WONG

CHI FAl

Period in Sheffield: 1939 - 1992

I have two feelings when I reflect on my baptism at the Sheffield Chinese
Christian Church on March 17, 1991.

The first feeling is gratitude. God’s guidance is really awesome. Iwas bornina
grassroots family, but God did not despise me. He gave me the opportunity to go to
university and I was able to get to know a group of Christian brothers and sisters who
loved the Lord. Because of their witnesses and love, my faith grew steadily.

My second feeling: Since God wanted me to be baptized in Sheffield, what did
He want me to do? To this day, I still continue to seek the answer to this question.
Over the past thirty years, God had revealed himself to me through different things.
I am grateful for God’s unceasing guidance, and I have not run in vain. Looking at
the Chinese Study Bible (Rt 4) that the church gave me at the time of baptism, itis
like God is still by my side to support, encourage, supervise and guide me. His love
towards me has always existed; and it will never cease.

I just want to thank the brothers and sisters of the Sheffield Chinese Christian
Church for their love to me.

—J- w2z
L WM\ $‘

EHIERITE(D: 1989 - 1992
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S ER R R MR HE AT YD — {1 SR EARFERE T HALAEE
B fiE T HRAEA LRI E A AESAE FEEEE AR — DL ERR Lk R
AT S RERT 2 - (E PRI 5 (MRE SRS 2 i A ST AR AR o
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WONG cHi sHING

I come from Sheffield

After moving to the U.K. from the Netherlands, I lived in
Sheffield from 1975 to 1984. It was there I built a family, and
opened a takeaway. Life was stable.

1. From a Gambler to a Christian

I met Jesus in 1975. From a gambler, I became a follower
of Christ. At the time, I got spiritual nourishments from two
sisters in Christ: Kam LAM and Juanita WONG. I opened my
first takeaway in April 1977, and right away started running a
Bible study group in the shop. In August of that year, I joined
a COCM short missionary trip, during which God chose and
called me to take on full time ministry. From then on, God
equipped me as I served in the SCCF’s Chinese Section. In
1983, 1 started taking COCM’s correspondence courses,
preparing myself to serve the Lord full time. God’s calling
came again in March 1984, which was when I decided to
leave my catering business. The whole family embarked on a
journey to serve God. My eldest son Timothy was 7 and my
younger daughter Hanna was 5. On August 15, 1984, I quit
catering, the profession with which I found mostathome. Ileft

154 REV. WONG CHI SHING

Period in Sheffield: 1975 - 1984

my most familiar surroundings, and could not bear to have to
say goodbye to all my brothers and sisters in SCCF. I moved
to Milton Keynes, a city totally unknown to me, in order to
study theology (which seemed never-ending), and I set foot on
a totally uncertain voyage.

2. From a Chefto a Pastor

As a theology student, I was assigned to the London
Chinese Christian Church (LCCC) for training. In April
1986, [ worked part-time in the church while continuing with
my theology courses. I was ordained by the LCCC on 10
January 1993. From a chef to a pastor, this became a much-
love story.

3. From Pastoral Care to Missionary Work

After spending 22 years pastoring in the LCCC, God
called me to be a missionary. The church supported my
new role. In January 2009, I was sent to Hong Kong as a
missionary, until this day. Lookingback at the past 36 years, if
not for the Sheffield experience, there would not be the person
that I am today.

»
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JESS

WONG

Period in Sheffield: 2013 - 2014, 2019 - present

Re-encounter with Christ, Re-affirm my Faith

I was baptised in July 2013. T still remember the joy I had after the baptism.
The memory of being set free, which I had never experienced before, is still fresh in
my mind.

From 2013 to early 2014, I attended worship services in SCCC. Due to family
issues, I stopped going to church, and later strayed far away from God. Ifeltas though
I did not want to bother this God anymore. I thought I could handle everything on
my own.

During my past fourteen years of marriage, I suffered mentally, enduring great
pains and difficulties with patience, only to live on. I struggled deep within my heart,
but it was all in vain. The only thing I could do was to hand it to God. I thank God
for His mercy. Since returning to single status after a divorce, God has delivered
me from the long-term sufferings, and led me to a better start in the ‘second half” of
my life. After re-encountering Christ, my relationship with God has been mended.
[ regain a sense of direction for my life and re-organise my spiritual life once again.
As I humble and empty myself before God, I can see the light from Him. [ firmly
believe that God has His plan and will in everything I have gone through.
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Rev. Lena WONG

Period in Sheffield: 1991 - 1995

My four years in Sheffield

ecause my husband (Rev. FUNG Yiu-wing) applied to study for a PhD in

Philosophy (learning in biblical narrative style) in Sheffield University, |

took my 10-month-old daughter to England with my husband. In the first

year, [ lived in Crookes near Sheffield University. My husband spent most
of his time at the university to gather data for his research. I remember hearing the
sound of an ambulance one night and wondering if my husband had an accident, what
would my daughter and I do? I could only call Sabrina (Rev. Bernard KOH’s wife).
She was the only one I knew in Sheffield. After speaking with her over the phone,
I felt much better. Later, Sabrina took Grace PANG to visit us.

My husband often drove to the university for his study, leaving me and
my daughter in the house. Grace once drove me to the market and the park.
She also taught me how to make roast pork, barbeque pork, and poached chicken.
I met more brothers and sisters in the Lord through her. One of the brothers (Alan
WONG) suggested that we should rent and share a house with him and Eddie TAM.
Therefore, in the second and third year in Sheffield, our family and the two brothers
co-habitat a house and took care of each other. Eddie studied medicine. Once
my son, who was only a few weeks old, had a fever and was unwell, he escorted us
to the Children’s Hospital for an examination. Later, my son was diagnosed with
bronchitis and needed to be hospitalized.

We were grateful to the Lord. During our four years in Sheffield, I experienced
the friendship of many brothers and sisters such as Mr. and Mrs. TSOIL, Mr. CHAN
Hoi Sang and his wife Lai Ha, Irene SHUM, and CHAN WAN Yuk Fong. To keep
this testimony short, I can only share a few snapshots of our blessings.
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EFIEREM: 1991 - 1995
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Period in Sheffield: 2001, since 2019

160 WONG LING

y husband James and I re-started participating

in SCCC since last year, and that made us feel

the love of God overflowing like a big happy

family. We actually first came to this church
back in 2001 for a period of time with our 3 young children.
Because we were often trapped in busy life at the time, we went
to the Baptist Church nearby our house in Chesterfield instead.
Unfortunately, we didn’t get too involved and eventually
stopped attending all together.

Almost in a blink of an eye, our children left home
gradually for their studies and jobs. In 2016, James suffered a
serious head accident. After 3 operations and about 5 months
of treatment and recovery, I was reminded how fragile humans
were, and experienced how God had looked after us.

Although James couldn’t return to work after recovery,
Godhadabetterplan forhim. Heis nowworkingasavolunteer,
using his background to design and make equipment for the
special needs of handicapped people. He is also a volunteer of
RSPB, a charity for wildlife.

From this experience, I realised that there is always
Father’s blessing behind all sufferings! I am like a lost sheep.
It was God’s grace, tolerance, protection and compassion for
my weaknesses, leading us back to God’s home.

N

TESHIERIELR: 2001, 201942
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Period in Sheffield: 1990 - 1991

heffield was once the destination of an amazing journey for both of us, a
newlywed couple, pursuing a postgraduate degree in music at the University
of Sheffield in the fall of 1990. We were introduced to members of SCCC
upon the first day of our arrival after visiting the Music Department of the
university. Pang and Grace welcomed us to their home for a heart-warming
meal and we came to know their lovely baby boy, Daniel.

) ) O

onnecting us to brothers and sisters in the fellowship of SCCC at Watson
Road. As two musicians from Hong Kong, we were so connected with
the church music group members from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong
Kong and UK, working as pianist and singer joining them to serve at the
Sunday services and Sunday school at Heeley whenever we were ready
and available.

ommitted Christians in SCCC had provided us close fellowship and
spiritual support throughout the year of study at Sheffield. Mr. and Mrs.
TSOI, a dedicated Christian couple in SCCC, had provided special care
and love to overseas students from Hong Kong. In our fond memory,
they both attended our Master of Music (MMus) graduation recitals at the
Music Department.

ounting the blessings from God throughout the years of study in UK,
we rejoice in the bliss of realizing our dream together for pursuing the
MMus degree at the University of Sheffield. Special thanks to God for
He is great and faithful to make SCCC the spiritual home for us with lots
of love and blessings. Brothers and sisters from SCCC are angels from
God to reach out and support the overseas students like us when we were
away from home. We are grateful to the Lord our God for watching over
us and guiding us through the amazing journey in Sheffield. To God be
the glory!

162 PAULINA WONG & RAYMOND SO

RAYMOND

Paulina outside the SCCC Heeley church building after attending

the Sunday service at SCCC

FHEHEEPaulina fESCCCHIFR A EHESMNA R

outside the Firth Hall
Christina ##kfVincentsp 5t #1727 L8 £ Raymond flPaulina 7EFirth Hall
(BHIERBHTEORNE) ShE R
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Mr. and Mrs. TSOI attended our graduation recital at the Music Department

B AEMIR R R AP E & PR B R E TR

Raymond and Paulina joined SCCC for winter picnic to visit the

birthplace of William Shakespeare at Stratford-upon-Avon
Raymond FflPaulina2ISCCC MIAZRAT > (L3~ 1D L bhaE
fH A Stratford-upon-Avon & 8
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Period in Sheffield: 1957 - 1992

GOD’S GRACE LEAVESNO ROOM FOR PRIDE

umility and graceful hearts of this family of God

attracted us 33 years ago. When Arden and |

first came to the city of Sheffield, the warmth and

unity in the Chinese Christian community had
broken down the barriers of languages, cultures, academic
qualifications, vocations and age differences; and had left
no room for pride in this family of God. God’s love was fully
reflected all round.

In addition to the “Big Wok Meals” we used to have over
cell group fellowship at Watson Road, we would also have
fellowship gatherings in every family’s home, whether it’s at
the front or the rear of takeaway shops at any time of day. If
we needed a meal together, wished to introduce new friends,
or wanted a listening ear or prayer time, we could just knock
on any door. Such love had built a solid foundation for us
throughout our spiritual walk with Him, even as we are all
scattered all over the world now. All this is God’s grace!

166 ESTHER, ARDEN & NATHANIA WU

Whenever I see a sterling pound coin, it reminds me of His
sovereignty. | had the privilege of serving as one of the Council
Members during the purchase of Heeley church building and
the hiring of the pastoral team. God taught me by letting me
see how humility of leaders mattered in every undertaking. We
had experienced together so many ups and downs. Despite our
sins, disagreements with the worldly views, pride, little faith,
and pain (over the death of our dear brother LEUNG Kwong
Suen), our brothers and sisters got together to pray and seek
for His will. We opened our hearts to God and to one another,
asking Him for the spirit of unity. We then saw the blessings of
God showered upon us. Humility in Him matters!

My prayer: Thank you Lord for blessing us, the Wu family,
SCCC Members and everyone in every generation! Glory to
Your Holy name! Amen!
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NNY & REBECCA

YAN

Period in Sheffield: 1989 - 1990

y wife and I went to Sheffield in the summer of 1989 and stayed there

for around one year. At that time, there was no internet or email and

we did not have much information about the city. Before we started the

trip, we were quite worried about life there. We were just married for
three months at that time. It took some time for us to adapt to a new status in a new
place all together. On the other hand, it seemed to be a good chance to retreat from
the busy working life in our home town and to calm our minds down.

The first problem we faced was accommodation. The University informed us
that they only had a limited number of rooms for married couples that we needed to
find a place to stay by ourselves after arrival. God sentsome brothers and sisters from
SCCC to help us when we arrived in Sheffield. We had good worship and fellowship
lives there. We learnt how to be better Christians through the good examples of
others in SCCC. Our faith in God grew faster than before. We had a good lesson in
faith when SCCC decided to buy their own church building with limited money at
hand. This faith supported me alot when I left Sheffield at the end of 1990. I missed

the flight because the train to London stopped service due to a heavy snowfall. I'was The former St. Andrew’s Methodist Church
not sure if I needed to buy another flight ticket but I had already spent all my money RG22 fE R

I brought to Sheffield. I'was not sure how many days I had to wait till I could get on
another flight. Eventually, God allowed me to board the next flight and brought me
home safely.
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Main worship hall inside the church building
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Period in Sheffield: 1984 - 1993

Ny grace s sufficieril for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakpess

e are sojourners. [ spent almost ten years

(1984-1993) in Sheffield. There were joys,

tears, sorrows, and life and death. Although

we met at different places, there was precious
friendship, especially among those fellow sojourners who
served in the fellowship/church together. They built up and
supported each other and lived in the Lord like family members,
thereby experiencing God’s grace.

1. The Evangelism Event Book

I cannot forget the students who were full of enthusiasm
for evangelism, prayed with one heart at the Watson Road
Fellowship Centre every Tuesday night. They opened the map
and yellow pages phone book, planned and arranged for visits
to Chinese takeaway shops. They cared about the overseas
Chinese so much that they wanted to spread the good news
to them.

I remember that the God-loving international students
who setup Sunday schools and Chinese classes for the children
of the overseas Chinese, so as to sow the seeds of the gospel.
Those children have now grown up and some have become
Christians following the Lord.

2. Caring for Each Other

Brothers at Watson Road, Sisters at Moor Oaks Road and
747 Ecclesall Road played a role in caring for each other.

The ‘care groups’ of the Student Fellowship: Young
couples opened their homes, shared dinner, and had Bible

studies and prayers with university students. We cared for

172 GRACE YEUNG

2 Corinthians 12:9, NIV

cach other, grew spiritually together, blessed and built each
other up, resulting in the conversion of some students. Praise
the Lord!

I miss the women’s fellowship in a sister’s house every
week.  Although the gatherings might be intermittently
disturbed by babies and young children, everyone accepted
and handled it flexibly and graciously. That did not prevent
anyone from praying and interceding for one another.

3.Serving the Lord with One Heart

I witnessed the brothers and sisters who were responsible
for the English/Cantonese sermon interpretation in the
worship services. They were faithful in serving and willing
to communicate with each other, thereby encouraging and
supporting each other along the way. Because they were
fervent in serving the Lord, not only had they blessed the
congregation and themselves, but they had also glorified God.

The purchase of the church building thirty years ago is
another testimony of serving with one heart and trusting
the Lord in faith. Itis impossible with humans, but with our
awesome, almighty and abundant God, anything is possible.
As it began to happen, we stepped forward in faith, and it was
done. Then, everyone prayed in unity, contributed by faith,
and honored the Lord in action.

Yes, God’s grace is abundant and sufficient for us. We
pray that we will continue to experience the grace of our living
God more by faith because nothing is impossible with Him.
Amen!
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TonY YIP

TAK CHUEN
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Period in Sheffield: since 1990

Brother Tony YIP and Wife
FEIR R EAK

thank God for His grace. I'wasled to attend SCCC during the era of Pastor LO
Kuok Keong. [ remember from a TV series that there was a saying, “How many
decades do we have in our lives”. Yes, ten years is not a short time, but today

almost three decades have just flown by since I joined this church, a family of
God.

During this time, I had the blessing of being able to grow as a disciple of Jesus
along with many brothers and sisters, to love and care for one another, to study the
Bible together and to serve our Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. For these, I give thanks.

In the forthcoming decades, I pray that brothers and sisters will be spiritually
renewed and be able to live their lives like Jesus, putting God’s words into practice,

spreading the gospel and leading people to Christ. May glory be to God.

I thank Uncle Hoi Sang for leading the Tuesday Bible study, from which I have
benefited much. For this, I give thanks and my blessing.

May all brothers and sisters be embraced in the blessings from God,
as in this hymn:

Songs of Praise : A8 F 2 346 7y H#
(English lyrics not available)
The song describes the unity and love between brothers and sisters in Christ.

Their bonding is stronger than family members by blood. As such, we are all
showered with the blessings from God.

174 TONY YIP TAK CHUEN
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176 YIU SAI MAN

A DIFFERENT BLESSING

We usually think that blessing is often realized with gains.
Sometimes, it is not that simple and direct. This one started
with a heavy loss.

In December 1984 the English Section of SCCF held a
winter retreat at Bala, Wales. It started in the evening of 14th
December, just to be called off the next day.

Since I attended the same retreat the year before, and
this time I was unable to go, only my wife Mi Yung and the
two daughters went. The next day around noon time Mi Yung
suddenly called home. She said the retreat had just been called
off. Everyone was now packing up, because ‘some people were
not here anymore’. They were in a state of shock. She also
said that at the time she was helping a sister to pack, because
this sister’s mind was so disturbed that she could not focus on
the task.

News quickly went around on the day among SCCF
members through phone calls. As the story unfolded, we
learned what happened. While the main party of the retreat
set off on the 14th had arrived safely, five members were
unable to join on that day. They instead set off in a car early
next morning. They were Ivan CHOW, Sheila MO, PANG Lok
Sing, Katherine ONG and Susan WAN. They went in Ivan’s
car, with Ivan driving. Pang sat next to him, while the three
sisters sat in the back seats. In England, December time was
still dark early in the morning. On that day visibility was poor
because of fog. While driving on the motorway near Barnsley,
there was a truck overturned blocking the lane. Due to poor
visibility their car slammed onto this truck. As a result of
the collision, Ivan died at the site. Pang and Sheila sustained
serious injuries. The other two sisters were also injured, but
their injuries were not life-threatening. All were immediately
sent to Barnsley Hospital, in which Sheila soon died.

Pang was unconscious, with the danger of paralyzed from the
waist down. He remained in the hospital after the two other
sisters were discharged.

Of'the three, Ivan had just graduated from medical school
and was working at Hallamshire Hospital in Sheffield as a
doctor. He had a heart for mission, and he set it as his goal
in life. Sheila graduated from Sheffield University and was
working on her PhD degree. When her supervisor moved to
UMIST (University of Manchester Institute of Technology) she
also moved there with him. Though living in Manchester, she
came to Sheffield constantly to attend Sunday services of the
Chinese Section. Her brother Ronnie MO was also a member
of SCCF. Pang joined SCCF very carly when he was a student
at Sheffield University. After graduation he went back to Hong
Kong to work for several years, and returned to Sheffield
University to work on a PhD degree. He just married sister
Grace YEUNG in the Summer of the year. The Fellowship
rejoiced with them at the wedding. All three of them, i.c.,
Ivan, Sheila and Pang were bilingual. They were active in both
the Sections, English and Chinese of SCCF. There were five
members of the fellowship taking turn to preach on Sunday
services at that time. They were three of the serving five. For a
long time after the accident, there were only the two remaining
brothers, CHAN Hoi Sang and LAI Bak (LAI Kwong Hing),
serving in the preaching ministry of the fellowship. The two
took turns to preach, one after the other, for many weeks.

Ivan, Sheila and Pang were much loved by everyone.
Facing the tragedy, both the English and Chinese Sections
were first in shock, then united in mourning, and comforted
one another. Never had there been a time of such unity among
members, brushing aside differences. Actions of love and
carc were seen, with much practical help given to the Pang
family. Local Christians also mourned with us. A week after
the accident, just before Saturday’s fellowship meeting, two
visitors turned up at Fellowship Centre at 12 Watson Road.

They were elders of Wycliffe Church bringing the condolence
of their congregation to the Fellowship. One of them
was our beloved friend of SCCF/SCCC, the late brother
Douglas Higgins.

To commemorate the fine Christian lives and good
witnesses of Sheila and Ivan, SCCF set up a Sheila MO and
Ivan CHOW Memorial Fund, for the financial support of our
members in the expansion of the ministry of God.

A year later, friends in SCCF were invited to attend the
inauguration ceremony of Sheila MO Memorial Prize at
UMIST. The prize was set up by UMIST to award students in
the University who demonstrated the same good deeds and
character of Sheila. Also attending the ceremony were faculty
members of Sheffield University who taught Sheila before, and
members of Manchester Chinese Christian Church, of which
she was a member. It is a positive acknowledgement by others
for the witness of her Christ-like life. Twenty years later, the
Sheila Mo Memorial Prize Fund was still listed as an active
fund, when UMIST amalgamated with Victoria University of
Manchester to form the University of Manchester, according
to University of Manchester Act 2004.

Though some may see the whole event a great loss, both
to SCCF and to the respective families, God is sovereign and
eternal. Blessing may be realized differently, i.e., in the unity
and love His children show towards one another, and even in
the painful experience during the process of suffering, as this
will make them stronger and more empathetic in the long run.

The blessing is also realized in the setting up of Sheila
MO Memorial Prize by UMIST, which reminded us of the
teaching of our Lord, “In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16)
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Period in Sheffield: 1983 - 1989

WHERETHEREISAFELLOWSHIP, THEREISAHOME

Thirty years ago, in a meeting of the Student Fellowship
(called English Section at that time) a brother shared, “As
Christians, wherever we go, as long as there is a fellowship,
we have a home.” In our 6 years’ stay in Sheffield, Sheffield
Chinese Church indeed was our spiritual home. Moreover,
brothers and sisters of the church also helped us to find a place
to call home.

Arrived in England

I came to Sheffield University in 1983 as a postgraduate
student. I came with my family: wife Mi Yung, and daughters
Chi Wai and Chi Sun who were 5 and 3 years old respectively
at that time. The plan was for me to come first to secure
accommodation, and for them to join me later.

When I came to England by myself, MAN Chun Ming and
CHIU Lai Ching met me at Gatwick Airport. They used to
live in South Yorkshire, attended Sheffield Chinese Christian
Church (called Sheffield Chinese Christian Fellowship at that
time), and later relocated to Kent because of work. We had
been friends with the MANs for some time. When Lai Ching
lived in Hong Kong we went to the same church. I stayed at
their home in Kent for one night and set off for Sheffield by
coach the next day.

The coach arrived at Sheffield Coach Station late
afternoon. PANG Lok Sing and Ronnie MO were waiting there
for me. I had never met them before, but they were the only
Chinese faces among the crowd waiting to meet the coach.
They were so warm and welcoming that I immediately felt
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they were brothers in Christ. They drove the old and shabby
minivan of the Fellowship and brought me to Fellowship
Centre at Watson Road. I stayed there for the first few days in
Sheffield. In the following 6 years that was also the place our
family visited every Saturday and Sunday. We have many good
memories of our time there.

Brother WONG Chi Shing (later became pastor) was still
in the takeaway business in Sheffield at that time. He came to
Watson Road later that evening during his break time. This
was the first time I met brother Chi Shing. When he knew 1
was looking for accommodation, he was very willing to help,
saying, “A brother’s problem is also my problem”.

In the following days I went to the University’s offices of
registration and student accommodation a number of times.
In those days, support from the University to students with
families was not very adequate, and such need did not seem
to catch too much of their attention. Brother Chi Shing
suggested that I moved into his home, and then continued the
search after I settled down. He cleared his attic room for me
and I stayed there for 3 months.

During those 3 months my efforts produced no result.
With no help from the University, I turned to advertisements
in the newspaper. But this did not work out either, for
landlords turned me down as soon as they learned that I had
small children. I applied for a council flat at Hyde Park and
affordable housing at Spital Hill, also without success. Then
one day brother Chi Shing said to me, “I have found you a flat”.
Turned out one of his customers was a plumber who renovated

the flat above his plumbing shop as a residence for rent. I
rented the flatimmediately, and my wife and daughters arrived
in England on New Year’s Day, 1984.

Family Reunited

When my family arrived, Chun Ming and Lai Ching also
met them at the airport. They brought us to their home in
Kent. This time we stayed at their home for one whole week.
During this week, my wife and children had time to adjust to
the cold winter weather of England. In addition, Lai Ching
taught Mi Yung a lot about living in England, such as grocery
shopping, taking the bus, enrolling children in school, going
to see the doctor, even how to cross the road safely, etc. My
two daughters played with their daughter Kezia, making the
transition to a new environment less abrupt for them. This
made a significant difference to our life in England in the days
to come.

Our new home was in Rotherham. Though it was quite a
distance from Sheffield, public transport was very convenient,
and the fares in those days were very inexpensive: for the entire
journey adult 10p, children 2p. Mostimportant of all, our flat
was very close to the SHUMs’ (Shun Cheung and Irene) home.
Their two daughters, Sarah and Maria and our daughters went
to the same school. As their respective ages are the same as
our daughters, the two older girls and the two younger ones
were in the same classes. They were the only four ethnic
Chinese children in the school. Our two daughters could not
speak a word of English. With Sarah and Maria around, they
could start school life smoothly, and soon made friends with

some of the local children as well. Today, the four girls, after
so many years and living separately in England and Canada,
remain the best of friends. As we lived close to each other, we
met on Monday to Friday when taking the children to and from
school. On Sunday we metat church. We saw each other almost
on a daily basis and were always there for each other. If we are
to count our blessings, this one was rich and precious indeed.

My studies progressed quite well in the two years after we
settled in. My research project received funding which also
provided a short-term employment contract for me. It was time
to make some plans for a longer stay in England. First of all,
in the summer of that year we made a trip to Canada to visit
our extended family and relatives. We also wanted to move
to Sheffield, so that the children could attend a better school.
Thus before setting off for Canada, we gave notice to move out
of the flat, and made arrangements for a place for us to live in
Sheffield when we came back.

Moved to Sheffield

After the trip we returned to Sheffield and found an
unexpected turn of events. Our accommodation arrangement
fell through. The place we had in mind was not available
anymore. We had to look for a place again. Just at that time,
Mrs. Leung in the Residents Fellowship (called Chinese
Section at that time) happened to have a house not yet rented
out. She let us move in, so that we could have time to look for
another place. This was a big help to us. We stayed there for
two months, till we found a terrace house at Hunters Bar.
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This was a 3-story house with an attic, located near the
university and Fellowship Centre at Watson Road. There was
space at our home for holding care group meetings, and we
were able to offer the attic to visitors for short stays. Sometimes
after Saturday fellowship meetings and on Sunday after
worship services, brothers and sisters came to our home to
have dinner together. There were times when such gatherings
were actually initiated by the children. While the parents had
a meeting they played happily together at Fellowship Centre.
When the meeting finished they did not want to end their
party and go home. So they invited each other, and the party
continued.

We lived in this house until the last year of our stay in
England. In that year the owner sold the house, and we had
to move out. Again we had to look for a place to live. Shortly
after we had moved out of Rotherham, Mr. SHUM and Irene
purchased a house at Hunters Bar. It was very close to our
place. Sarah and Maria were already in the same school as
Chi Wai and Chi Sun. Because their business was still in
Rotherham, everyday they only stayed a short time for a restin
the house after bringing the children from school. Then they
went back to Rotherham with them to open their shop, and the
family stayed above the shop at night. They were very generous
to let us move into their home. In this way we lived there for a
whole year. With this arrangement we could still hold group
meetings like before. Every day after school at half past three
was tea time for the children and parents. In those moments,
occasionally some brothers of the fellowship dropped by and
we chatted over a cup of tea.
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To Singapore

After leaving England we went to Singapore. However
‘where there is a fellowship, there is a home’ did not end with
our stay in Sheffield. Robert and Jessie TEH from Singapore
were still in Sheffield when we left. They let us live in their
house in Singapore, which was not occupied at that time.
When we arrived in Singapore, Robert’s dad and mom took
us into their own home. We met Uncle and Auntie TEH in
Sheffield. They were retired, and every year they came to
Sheffield to stay a few months with their son, daughter-in-law
and grandson (plus a granddaughter later). They regularly
attended meetings of the church just like one of us, and were
much loved and respected by all. We lived in their home for
about a month, and they gave us a lot of help in settling down
in Singapore, such as going to government offices, opening
a bank account, enrolling children in school, and supplying
invaluable advice on living in a tropical country, etc. After that
we lived in Robert and Jessie’s house for almost a year, during
which time we were totally integrated into a local church, until
they came back to Singapore. At that time we were also about
to leave Singapore. We bade a fond farewell to them and the
brothers and sisters of the church, and set off for Canada to
join our extended family there.

Epilogue

In the following 30 years, we went back to the Sheffield
Church every few years to visit the brothers and sisters there,
because that is our spiritual home in England, and through it
we also found places to call home.

Chi Wai, Sarah, Chi Sun, Maria
FEOBE ¥ OEE
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Period in Sheffield: 1984 - 1989

AFUNNYSTORY WITH A LITTLE BOY INSUNDAY SCHOOL

It was one Sunday morning while Pang and I went to pick up some Sunday
School children.

Just this morning we were going to have a mini test to check on how well the
children had learned.

“FeA> D ( sounded like “1 only know a little bit”), one of the Sunday
school boys commented while we were on our way back to Fellowship Centre at
Watson Road.

Many children came to Sunday school while their parents worked on Sundays.
The church van was a big help as we picked them up and often had a good chat with
them before the lesson began.

Little did we know this little boy meant he was feeling anxious because of the
test today, and told us he was a little sick ( “sick” and “#” in Cantonese sound the
same). He was one of those who did not like tests and might even throw up because
of anxiety.

Pang, who was one of the teachers, tried to reassure him and commented,
“That’s fine, just do the best you can.”

In church after a short worship we started to hand out the test papers to the
children. As soon as this little boy saw the teacher approaching with the test paper,
he responded by saying “FA 47 Z#”, sounds like “now I know a lot”. Hearing that,
Pang said, “That’s great, you know a lot”.

[ am sure you can guess what happened next!
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Period in Sheffield: 1981 - 1984

THENEVER CEASING FLAME OF LOVE

It is 1982, a long time ago yet always feeling so close.
But then we were still all young, energetic and care free! The
biggest daily challenge we faced, as I remember, was only to
getup on time for the 8:30am classes at the Arts Tower!

The story began with one phone call on one of the most
regular school day evenings. The phone rang right upon my
after-class home return to Moor Oaks Road. Come with it is
Rev. Jeffrey’s most comforting voice, a pastor from my Hong
Kong church whom I got to know when arriving in Sheffield,
an angel like couple!
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“Hi Simon, haven’t heard from you for some time. How are
. 2
you doing?

“I'am doing fine Rev. Jeffrey. Pardon me for not visiting
you and Mrs. Jeffrey lately. I still miss Mrs. Jeffrey’s heart-
warming soup! Are you both doing alright?”

“We are fine. However, I do have a favour asking from
you here.”

“Sure, what can I do for you?”

“We have been assigned a new case by the Mission
group whom we are currently serving with. There is a family
from Hong Kong living in Hull right now needing our care.
The mother has leukemia and is receiving treatment from
Hallamshire. They have 4 little children in the family, the
eldest is six and the youngest just turns one. Since they have
no relatives staying with them, the entire family needs to
come to Sheffield every time when mammy receives treatment.
The hospital has arranged an apartment for the family to stay
already. What they are looking for now is someone to take
care of the children when daddy needs to stay with mom at
the hospital. Mrs. Jeffrey and I are more than happy to help.
Unfortunately, the family is a new emigrant who speaks only
Cantonese, but our Cantonese is not fluent atall. This is why |
am calling you and wondering if you can help them out a bit.”

“It shouldn’t be a problem. We live very close to
Hallamshire and I believe our SCCF brothers and sisters can
set up a roster to help them out too.”

This is how we came to know this lovely yet pitiful family.
The six years old is a gentle and lovely big brother. Young
in age, but definitely not young at heart! He knows what is
happening all along. Mammy is very sick and daddy has to be
with her. As the big brother he needs to take care of his three
young sisters; and I learnt a lesson from the six years old:
“maturity is not directly related to age and the carefree spirit

does not belong to all young people. To some, it is luxurious
and untouchable!”

In the following two months of come and go for the family,
our friendship grows. Without us noticing, the Yeung family
suddenly becomes part of us! Every treatment takes two to
three weeks. During this period of time we take care of the
children by cooking for them and helping them with their
school work.

For Mrs. Yeung, the treatment is not going too well.
Whenever I have time [ will drop by the hospital and cheer her
up. [ remember one day when I arrived at the hospital and she
had just finished mending the clothes for her children.

“Mrs.  Yeung, you look pretty refreshed today.
Feeling better?”

“Well, the medication seems easier to handle this time. 1
really hope I can recover soon so the family doesn’t need to
suffer together with me anymore!”

“Don’tworry. God has his plan for all of us.”

“Is it for real? Seriously, Simon, I meant to ask you for a
long time already. Why are you guys spending so much time
helping our family when you are all so busy with your studies?

And we never knew each other before.”

“See, this is God’s plan. He loves us and at the same time
provides us the opportunity to love others.”

“Isyour God real?”

“If our God is not real, we will not be here with you. He
sends us to you!”

“Well, 'would like to get to know Him too.”

We gave Mrs. Yeung a Chinese Bible to bring back to
Hull afterwards.

Few weeks past, a new treatment began. Sadly, this time
when [ visit her, Mrs. Yeung cannot even manage to sit up
any more. The side effect of the chemotherapy seems just too
severe for her body to handle.

“How are you doing Mrs. Yeung?”

“Hi Simon, I am not doing too well. For weeks I can’t even
make dinner for my children. All I can do now is to stay in bed.
I came back two days ago to try on a new therapy. Frankly, I
really don’t know how long I can last!”

“Don’t worry. We will take care of the children. You need
to pump up too. God will take care of you!”

“Is there really a God? If it is, I just don’t understand why
He is doing what He is doing. My husband and I are very good
people, we never do bad things to others. We work very hard
and never cheat. All we are trying to do is to take care of our
family, our children. And what is wrong with it? Why is God
so unfair? Why did He let our family suffer so much? My little
girl is only one year old. If God is real, why then did He give
me my children and not let me take care of them?” Her tearing
eyes seem to be telling me, “I am not complaining. I just don’t
understand.”

“Yes, sometimes we might not comprehend God’s plan for
our life. However, I do trust that His plan must be better than
mine.” [ reply.

“Simon, can you speak to God for me? Just tell Him that
if He has me cured, I will trust and follow Him. I will work for
Him for my entire life. I don’t need to live long. All I am asking
for is to have enough years to take care and see my children
grow up. Can you do that for me?” She means it, she wants it
and it is her very last hope of her life!
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Two weeks later I found Mrs. Yeung with a respirator on her when I entered her
room. Mr. Yeung told me that her immune system is too weak to tackle the virus. She
is not able to breath on her own anymore. Yet, she really wants to talk to me.

Under the respiration mask the pale face of Mrs. Yeung barely able to give me a
greeting smile.

“Simon, [ am very glad that you came. I really want to talk to you.”

“How are you doing? I know it is not easy but be brave, we can get over it.”
“It doesn’t matter anymore. | know [ am almost there.”

What can I say? Suddenly [ am totally out of words. Yet, that glance is telling me
that she has more important things to share with me.

“Know what, I have learnt to pray this morning but not anymore did I ask God
to cure me. All I asked is for Him to make my four children Christian as you guys.”

I'was totally frozen at that very moment. My tears are flooding through my eyes.
AllT can ask is,” God, what have you done this time?”

A brave mom, alife fighter! At the end of her life, all she wants is to entrust what

she treasures most to Jesus, someone she came to know in a few months’ time. Itis a Some of those who took part
miracle, itis love at work. Itis the spark that lights up the darkness, the never ceasing 2 BLF R —ERT N

flame that warms up the winter cold!
Mama Yeung left, little children all grown up and we are no longer young and
carefree. Nevertheless, the flame carries on burning and never ceases. It keeps on

reminding us that life needs love and empathy to light up and keep going.

Thank you, Mama Yeung!
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